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THIRTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  and  the  Corpo- 
ration of  the  City  of  New  York  : 


The  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents  of  the  City  of  New  York,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  their  act  of  incorporation, 
passed  March  29th,  1824,  respectfully 

REPORT : 


That  the  whole  number  of  children  received  into  the 

House  of  Refuge,  since  its  opening,  in  1825,  is  . 7,961 

That  the  number  of  children  in  the  House  on  the  first 

day  of  January,  was  ......  540 

That  there  have  been  received  during  the  year  1859,  . 377 

Making  a total  of 917 

That  there  have  been  indentured  and  discharged  during 

the  year,  .........  362 

And  there  remained  in  the  House,  January  1st,  1800,  555 


In  addition  to  the  usual  sources  of  income  assigned  us 
by  the  authorities,  all  of  which  appear  in  detail  in  the  Re- 
port of  our  Treasurer,  there  has  been  received,  under  the 
contracts  for  the  services  of  the  boys,  the  amount  of 
$19,219  51. 
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The  receipts  from  this  latter  source  of  revenue  have 
given  us  the  means  of  commencing  several  improvements 
in  our  main  building,  especially  in  the  introduction  of  gas 
for  lighting  the  house,  by  which  we  hope  to  effect  a large 
saving  ; and  also  of  laying  by  a fund,  with  a view  of  render- 
ing the  boys’  house  fire-proof;  the  destruction  in  part  of 
the  Westboro’  (Mass.)  Reform  School,  and  the  House  of 
Reformation,  near  Boston,  having  warned  us  of  danger  in 
this  respect. 

In  this  action  of  the  Board,  reference  is  also  made  to  the 
expense  necessary  to  be  incurred  in  the  contemplated 
removal  of  the  girls,  and  in  providing  for  such  additions  to 
the  corps  of  teachers  and  officers  as  the  change  requires, 
and  also  to  the  prospect  of  an  increase  in  the  number  of  the 
inmates  of  the  House  through  the  influence  of  certain  modi- 
fications in  the  State  laws  affecting  the  manner  in  which 
the  charges  for  the  transportation  of  juvenile  delinquents 
are  to  be  hereafter  assessed. 

The  managers  feel  called  upon  to  acknowledge  the  good- 
ness of  God,  which  has  exempted  those  under  their  charge 
from  the  prevalence  of  serious  sickness.  Concurrent  with 
His  providential  kindness,  have  been  the  influences  of  care, 
medical  skill,  and  those  of  a location  whose  character  for 
salubrity  has  been  clearly  shown  during  the  several  years 
of  its  occupancy,  so  that  for  the  past  season  the  report  of 
the  attending  physician  does  not  record  a single  case  of  fatal 
sickness. 

The  principal  source  of  the  difficulties  with  which  we 
have  to  contend,  as  a Board,  in  common  with  all  classes  of 
reformatory  institutions  and  efforts,  lies  in  a great  measure 
in  the  power  of  that  principle  of  evil  which  is  so  strongly 
intrenched  in  the  human  heart ; and  which,  in  the  majority 
of  those  under  our  control,  has  received  a premature  devel- 
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opment  from  neglect,  or  amid  the  fostering  associations  of 
vice  and  crime.  Fortunately  we  deal  with  those  whose 
characters  have  not  settled  into  the  permanent  and  solid 
forms  which  mark  the  progress  of  years : many  of  them 
belong  to  the  period  of  childhood — if  that  can  appropriately 
be  called  a childhood  which  has  entered  upon  so  little  of 
its  rightful  inheritance  of  watchful  love,  faithful  counsels, 
and  upright  example. 

The  Board  of  Managers,  in  receiving  from  your  hands  those 
unhappy  children  and  youth  whose  delinquencies  have 
brought  them  within  reach  of  the  penalties  of  the  law,  have 
endeavored  to  the  utmost  of  their  pow*er  to  provide  a 
remedy  for  that  unfaithfulness  and  neglect  of  which  they 
have  in  a great  measure  been  the  victims ; they  are  placed, 
therefore,  under  such  religious  instruction  as  they  most 
urgently  need,  with  the  desire  to  implant  deeply  in  their 
young  hearts  the  powerful  germs  of  those  principles  which 
will  in  time  overshadow  or  eradicate  the  noxious  growth 
of  evil  inclinations  and  habits.  Each  day  a portion  of  the 
Scriptures  is  read  in  their  hearing,  and  they  are  instructed 
in  the  practice  and  duty  of  prayer  ; they  are  taught  to  hal- 
low the  Sabbath,  and  reverence  the  sanctuary,  and  from 
the  lips  of  their  chaplain  they  learn,  from  week  to  week, 
their  duties  to  God  and  society ; the  great  truths  and  sol- 
emn lessons  of  our  common  Christianity,  in  a manner 
carefully  adapted  to  their  youth  their  situation,  and  their 
wants. 

In  the  conviction  that  here  we  touch  the  profoundest  and 
most  secret  springs  of  evil,  their  religious  and  moral  cul- 
ture is  further  sought  through  the  instrumentality  of  Bible- 
classes  and  Sabbath-schools.  The  chaplain  and  regular 
teachers  receive,  in  these  duties,  the  valuable  aid  of  others 
from  without — devoted  men,  who,  holding  no  official  rela- 
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tion  to  the  Board,  nevertheless  give  themselves,  each 
Sabbath,  with  great  zeal  and  constancy,  to  these  self- 
imposed  and  self-denying  labors. 

The  report  of  the  principal  teachers  will  be  found  to 
contain  very  interesting  and  important  statistics  and  sug- 
gestions in  the  department  of  the  schools. 

An  earnest  desire  has  been  cherished,  and  much  atten- 
tion lias  been  given,  to  place  the  system  of  instruction  up- 
on the  best  foundation,  and  to  insure  from  it  the  utmost  re- 
sults. Competent  teachers  are  employed,  who  take  a deep 
interest  in  their  charges,  and  who  are  required  to  lend 
their  aid  to  promote,  as  far  as  possible,  the  general  aims  of 
the  institution.  Such  improvements  as  experience  may 
suggest  are  introduced  from  time  to  time,  and  all  that  can 
be  reasonably  looked  for,  through  the  adoption  of  good 
methods  and  an  excellent  organization  in  this  department, 
will,  no  doubt,  be  accomplished.  The  children  are  placed 
in  classes  according  to  their  various  acquirements,  and  are 
instructed,  during  a period  of  three  and  a half  to  four  hours 
each  day,  in  the  branches  of  a common  school  education  ; 
and  their  progress  is  such  as  not  unfrequently  to  evince  a 
degree  of  brightness  and  intelligence  which  renders  their 
departure  from  the  paths  of  rectitude  only  the  source  of 
deeper  regret,  and  to  inspire  stronger  desires  for  their  re- 
turn. 

As  a powerful  and  necessary  adjunct  of  a reformatory 
effort,  as  well  as  on  account  of  its  economic  bearings,  a system 
of  labor  has  been  adopted  for  the  boys,  and,  in  conformity 
with  it,  they  are  employed  under  contracts  with  responsible 
parties,  and  are  occupied  diligently  with  work  from  six  to 
eight  hours  each  working-day  of  the  year.  Their  duties, 
while  thus  engaged,  are  such  as  are  adapted  to  their  strength, 
and  are  not  of  an  exhausting  nature  ; but  it  will  be  seen 
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that  they  are  pursued  during  a sufficient  period  of  time  to 
insure  the  attainment  of  considerable  results  in  the  amount 
of  labor  performed  ; and,  above  all  other  considerations,  are 
useful  in  forming  those  thus  occupied  to  such  habits  of 
patient  industry  as  save  their  possessor  from  many  dangers. 
By  acquiring,  also,  a good  degree  of  skill  in  some  of  the 
branches  of  the  useful  arts,  the  inmates  of  the  institution 
are,  in  a measure,  prepared  to  maintain  themselves,  when, 
in  the  course  of  circumstances,  they  are  again  thrown  upon 
the  world.  The  particular  branches  of  labor  are  the  same 
as  have  been  pursued  in  past  years,  and  embrace  wire- 
weaving, cane-chair  seating,  and  shoemaking. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  Report  of  the  Super- 
intendent that  we  avail  ourselves  as  far  as  possible  of  our 
resources  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  House. 
The  services  of  the  inmates  are  used  in  all  the  domestic 
duties ; a number  of  the  boys  have  been  occupied  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  grounds,  and  a large  amount  of  labor 
in  blasting,  laying  drain-pipe,  &c.,  has  been  performed, 
equivalent  to  over  three  thousand  dollars. 

The  Board  have  endeavored  to  make  the  most  judicious 
distribution  of  time  for  study,  for  labor,  for  recreation, 
and  for  rest.  The  inmates  of  the  House  are  placed  under 
the  control  of  an  authority  which  never  relaxes  its  vigil- 
ance, but  which  mingles  with  its  administration  as  much  of 
a paternal  character  as  possible.  The  stimulus  of  slight 
distinctions,  as  rewards  of  merit,  are  applied  to  incite  the 
children  in  the  path  of  improvement,  and  Superintendents 
and  Teachers  endeavor  carefully  to  discriminate  the  various 
grades  of  character  and  conduct ; the  efforts  of  those  who 
desire  approval  are  encouraged,  while  the  idle,  the  disorder- 
ly, or  the  vicious  are  degraded  to  an  inferior  moral  position, 
and  for  grave  offenses  receive  suitable  punishment ; the  ap- 
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propriate  motive  of  self-respect  and  regard  for  correct  prin- 
ciples of  action  are  held  out  to  them ; the  confidence  of 
those  who  are  the  subjects  of  our  discipline,  is  sought,  and 
their  minds  impressed  as  far  as  possible  with  the  conviction 
that  the  end  to  be  obtained  by  the  whole  machinery  of  the 
institution,  is  their  own  individual  benefit. 

In  short,  the  object  the  Board  desire  to  reach,  is  to  ensure 
during  the  short  period  in  which  they  are  able  to  exercise 
their  authority,  the  greatest  degree  of  progress  in  the  direc- 
tion of  personal  reformation.  The  plan  is  the  best  which 
they  have  been  able,  under  all  the  circumstances,  thus  far 
to  adopt,  and  though  they  can  not,  for  various  reasons, 
state  definitely  the  proportion  of  those  who  may  be  said  to 
be  decidedly  reformed,  yet  they  are  conscientiously  able  to 
affirm  that  a very  beneficial  influence  is  exerted  upon  a 
large  number  ; which  remains,  they  believe,  to  give  form 
and  direction  to  their  future  lives. 

When  it  is  supposed  that  the  subjects  of  these  corrective 
influences  have  experienced  their  efficacy  to  a sufficient 
degree  to  justify  their  release  from  the  bonds  of  restraint, 
and  to  qualify  them  for  the  exercise  of  a proper  degree 
of  self-control,  they  go  forth  from  under  our  charge,  and 
once  more  come  into  closer  contact  with  those  forms  of 
temptation  from  whose  assaults  they  have  been  for  a while 
sheltered  ; but  in  so  doing  they  are  by  no  means  left  to 
themselves  : it  is  the  duty  of  the  Indenturing  Committee 
to  exercise  a careful  supervision  over  the  moral  discipline 
of  the  House,  and  to  judge  of  the  fitness  of  its  inmates  for 
such  a change.  They  decide  upon  all  applications  for  their 
services,  and  endeavor  to  the  best  of  their  power  to  provide 
for  them  suitable  homes  and  friends,  by  indenturing  them 
to  such  persons  only  as  possess  the  proper  recommenda- 
tions or  qualifications.  These  duties  are  attended  at  times 
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with  considerable  practical  difficulty,  and  require  much 
time  and  attention  to  discharge  them  in  a safe  and  con- 
scientious manner.  To  withdraw  the  children  prematurely 
from  under  the  excellent  influences  of  the  Institution,  or 
to  place  them  in  any  event,  within  the  control  of  improper 
persons,  or  of  hard  or  exacting  masters,  would  be  to  take 
the  most  efficient  means  to  undo  the  work  we  have  endeav- 
ored to  perform,  and  is,  by  all  means,  to  be  avoided.  On 
account  of  the  advantages  which  such  a plan  seems  to  offer, 
the  policy  of  indenturing  to  persons  residing  at  remote  dis- 
tances from  the  city  was  adopted  two  years  ago,  and  has 
been  acted  upon  to  a limited  extent  during  the  past  season. 

In  the  Appendix  will  be  found  communications  from 
those  lately  under  our  charge,  but  now  widely  scattered  on 
the  sea  as  well  as  the  land,  conveying  the  pleasing  intelli- 
gence of  their  welfare,  and  the  satisfactory  assurances  that 
the  friends  of  humanity  and  reform  are  not  called  to  look 
in  vain  for  the  fruit  of  their  labors. 

F or  the  purpose  of  perfecting  our  plan  of  operations,  and 
of  rendering  the  results  of  this  branch  of  our  duties  more 
satisfactory,  it  is  proposed  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board 
to  appoint  a special  agent,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  explore 
the  more  distant  parts  of  the  country  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  such  friends  and  homes  for  the  inmates  of  the 
House  as  can  not  be  secured  in  any  other  way,  and  of  su- 
perintending their  removal  thither,  as  well  as  for  maintain- 
ing over  them  a supervision  which  can  not  otherwise  be 
satisfactorily  exercised,  and  of  following  them  to  those  re- 
mote districts  with  the  kind  and  watchful  offices  of  the 
Society. 

The  officers,  and  some  of  the  committees  are  often  har- 
assed by  applications,  on  the  part  of  parents  and  guardians, 
for  the  release  of  those  placed  under  the  authority  of  the 
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Board.  For  obvious  reasons  these  applications  are  met  by 
an  almost  uniform  refusal — the  rare  instances  which  form 
the  exceptions  to  this  rule,  arise  only  under  very  peculiar 
circumstances,  and  include  cases  which  involve  a removal 
of  the  delinquent  to  a distance  from  his  evil  associates,  and 
the  ordinary  scenes  of  temptations. 

A common  source  of  these  applications  has,  doubtless, 
been  in  the  erroneous  impressions  entertained  respecting 
the  Institution,  which  is  often  regarded  as  simply  penal  in 
its  character,  while  its  softer  predominant  feature,  as  a 
benevolent  foundation,  is  lost  sight  of,  or  little  understood. 
A circular  has  been  prepared  by  the  direction  of  the  Board, 
in  which  the  general  character  of  our  guardianship,  its 
adaptedness  to  the  proposed  end,  by  the  judicious  blending 
of  kindness  and  discipline,  is  set  forth  in  such  a manner  as 
to  allay  any  unreasonable  apprehensions,  and  to  constitute, 
for  the  future,  an  appropriate  answer  to  such  requests. 

Since  the  last  report,  the  Board  have  been  able  to  bring 
the  House  intended  for  the  occupancy  of  the  girls  nearly  to 
a state  of  completion — an  improvement  of  a most  desirable 
character.  The  timely  and  liberal  aid  of  the  Legislature 
at  its  last  session  has  enabled  us  to  effect  this  result ; under, 
however,  such  an  arrangement  with  the  contractors  as  still 
leaves  large  balances  against  us,  which  must  await  for  set- 
tlement that  cordial  co-operation  of  your  honorable  body 
which  this  institution  has  received  in  time  past,  and  to 
which,  in  view  of  the  important  interest  committed  to  it, 
we  would,  at  the  proper  moment,  respectfully  appeal.  The 
sum  of  $50,000  will  be  necessary  to  liquidate  this  debt. 

The  plan  of  the  new  structure  has  been  heretofore  sub- 
mitted, and  the  work,  as  far  as  done,  has  been  performed 
in  accordance  therewith.  It  is  anticipated  that,  by  Feb- 
ruary next,  the  girls  can  be  removed  to  their  new  quarters, 
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and  the  space  vacated  in  the  main  building  will  he  assigned 
to  the  boys,  when  the  Board  will  proceed  to  put  into 
operation  a system  of  classification  adapted  to  the  various 
grades  of  viciousness  and  insubordination  alluded  to  in 
previous  reports,  but  which  it  has  been  impossible  to  carry 
out  for  want  of  room.  The  plan  itself  constitutes  an  essen- 
tial feature  in  our  theory  of  reform,  and  is  viewed  as 
indispensably  necessary  to  obtain  the  highest  results.  The 
managers  and  officers  alike  anticipate  its  operation  with 
great  satisfaction. 

The  committees  charged  with  the  various  details  of  the 
work,  have  given  much  care  and  patient  consideration  to 
secure  economy  with  permanence. 

The  edifice  embraces  within  itself  all  that  is  necessary 
for  the  female  department,  and  for  the  convenient  perform- 
ance of  that  class  of  duties  in  which  they  are  employed  in 
behalf  of  the  entire  institution.  The  two  structures  now 
present  a front  of  840  feet,  and  form  a noble  and  imposing 
monument  to  individual  philanthropy,  as  well  as  of  an  en- 
lightened and  liberal  public  policy. 

A very  desirable  enlargement  of  the  Library  for  the  use 
of  the  officers,  has  been  made  during  the  year  by  the  addi- 
tion of  about  six  hundred  volumes,  embracing  selections 
from  the  works  of  the  more  eminent  writers  of  fiction,  to- 
gether with  those  of  standard  authority  in  the  departments 
of  history,  theology,  and  general  literature. 

This  has  been  accomplished  partly  by  means  of  an  ap- 
propriation of  $200  for  that  purpose  by  the  Board,  and  in 
part  by  donations  of  individual  members,  including  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  given  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  by  our  coadjutor,  Mr.  Sands,  since  deceased.  The 
interest  of  a bequest  of  five  hundred  dollars  made  to  the 
Board  by  the  same  gentleman,  will  be  applied,  in  accord- 
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ance  with  its  terms,  to  this  object ; so  that  this  department 
is  now  placed  upon  a sufficiently  liberal  and  secure  basis, 
and  with  moderate  additions  will  be  ample  for  the  use  of 
the  officers  and  employes  of  the  house,  whose  somewhat 
isolated  situation  demands  this  contribution  to  their  means 
of  comfort  and  improvement.  The  thanks  of  the  Board 
are  due  to  the  publishing  houses  of  D.  Appleton  & Co.,  G. 
P.  Putnam,  Hubbard  & Burgess,  the  Carters,  and  Charles 
S.  Francis,  for  their  liberality  in  placing  their  publications 
at  our  disposal,  at  trade  prices,  and  especially  to  the  Messrs. 
Appletons,  who  in  addition  thereto  courteously  extended  to 
us  the  business  facilities  of  their  house,  for  the  reception, 
packing,  and  transmission  of  our  books.  The  appendix  con- 
tains a list  of  the  number  of  books  contributed  for  this 
object,  and  the  names  of  the  donors,  to  whom  the  Society 
would  make  their  grateful  acknowledgments. 

The  Ladies’  Committee  have  watched  over  the  interests 
of  their  department  with  their  usual  fidelity,  and  the  report 
of  their  Secretary  will  be  found  to  bear  its  testimony  to 
many  satisfactory  instances  of  improvement. 

During  the  past  year  the  Board  have  been  called  to 
lament  the  decease  of  some  of  its  most  valued  members: 
that  of  the  lion.  Mark  Spencer,  a name  widely  known  in 
the  public  life  of  this  State,  always  the  firm  friend  and 
active  advocate  of  our  interests:  and  that  of  Dr.  David 
Sands,  a prominent  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and 
a gentleman  of  active  benevolence  and  piety,  also,  of 
three  of  our  well-known  citizens,  Richard  H.  Ogden,  Geo. 
F.  Hussey,  and  Silas  Brown,  Esqs.,  honorary  members  of 
the  Society,  after  more  than  five  years’  active  service.  And 
that  of  one  of  our  Vice-Presidents,  Mr.  Charles  M.  Leupp. 
In  the  death  of  this  gentleman  has  been  sundered  ties 
cemented  by  long  periods  of  active  duty,  and  co-operation 
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with  some  of  the  members  of  this  body,  in  behalf  of  the 
interests  of  the  House  of  Refuge ; his  services  were  freely 
and  cheerfully  rendered  in  the  labors  of  some  of  its  most 
important  committees,  during  the  course  of  nineteen  years. 
In  its  favor  he  incurred  large  pecuniary  responsibilities, 
and  profoundly  sympathized,  with  the  ardor  of  a warm  and 
generous  nature,  and  as  a good  citizen,  in  its  large  and 
beneficent  public  aims.  The  Board  feel  called  upon,  in 
view  of  his  long  and  useful  connection  with  them  as  a 
body,  gratefully  and  publicly  to  record  their  high  opinion 
of  the  value  of  his  services,  and  their  deep  sense  of  the  loss 
they  have  sustained. 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  experience  a renewed  satisfac- 
tion in  referring,  at  the  close  of  another  year,  to  the  faith- 
ful and  zealous  manner  in  which  those  in  its  employ  have 
discharged  their  duties  in  the  general  superintendency  and 
direction  of  both  departments  of  the  House,  and  in  the  in- 
struction and  discipline  of  the  schools.  The  corps  of  the 
House  remains  the  same  as  at  the  last  report,  with  the 
exception  that  Miss  Pratt  has  resigned,  that  Miss  Underhill 
and  Miss  Saunders  have  been  promoted,  and  Miss  Fanny  C. 
Mason  added  to  the  list  of  teachers. 


January  6,  1860. 
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PHYSICIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile 

Delinquents : 

Gentlemen  : — The  following  is  respectfully  submitted  as  the 
Medical  Report  of  the  Refuge  for  the  past  year  : 

Another  year  has  passed  without  death  from  sickness  in  the 
institution,  and  with  very  few  cases  of  serious  illness  among 
the  children.  The  whole  number  admitted  to  the  hospital 
during  the  year,  is  82.  Among  the  girls,  there  have  been  but 
three  cases  of  sickness  requiring  medical  attendance. 

A case  of  confluent  small-pox,  contracted  in  the  city,  was 
developed  in  May  last  after  a few  days’  residence  in  the  insti- 
tution, and  sent  to  the  small-pox  hospital  for  treatment.  The 
boy  who  was  the  victim  has  been  returned,  recovered.  No 
case  of  the  disease  was  contracted  from  the  unavoidable  ex- 
posure to  contagion  which  occurred — all  unprotected  children 
having  been  vaccinated  on  their  admission  to  the  house. 

The  remarkable  degree  of  health  enjoyed  by  the  inmates  of 
the  Refuge,  and  their  entire  exemption  from  epidemic  and  en- 
demic diseases  during  the  period  of  their  occupancy  of  the 
present  house,  is  worthy  of  notice,  and  I can  not  refrain  from 
bearing  testimony  in  this  connection  to  the  admirable  provision 
made  for  them  in  a sanitary  point  of  view.  The  construction 
of  the  house,  and  the  detail  of  its  management,  have  directly 
contributed  to  secure,  under  Providence,  results  that  must 
be  highly  gratifying  to  the  Board  of  Managers  and  all  others 
interested  in  the  working  of  this  noble  charity. 

HENRY  N.  WHITTELSEY,  M.D. 

Randall's  Island,  January  1,  1860. 

2 


LADIES’  IIEPORT. 


The  Ladies’  Committee  of  the  House  of  Refuge  respectfully 
report,  that  their  labors  in  this  Department  of  reform  have  not 
been  without  some  considerable  degree  of  encouragement 
during  the  past  year.  And  while  they  bear  their  united  testi- 
mony to  the  system  of  order  and  discipline  under  the  present 
efficient  officers,  there  are  many  instances  of  great  improve- 
ment among  the  inmates,  and  a desire  on  their  part  to  strive 
for  those  things  calculated  to  elevate  them  in  the  scale  of 
beings. 

It  is  here  very  many  of  them,  for  the  first  time,  are  taught 
the  difference  between  right  and  wrong  ; being  generally  the 
offspring  of  vicious,  depraved  parents. 

Here  they  first  learn  the  law  of  kindness,  and  submit  to 
reasonable,  wholesome  restraint.  Here,  under  a uniform,  con- 
sistent, and  firm  system  of  industry,  they  are  taught  those 
things  calculated  to  procure  for  themselves  an  honest  and 
comfortable  livelihood  when  they  leave  this  Institution.  And 
the  progress  that  many  of  them  make  is  truly  astonishing. 

The  Ladies  have  been  permitted  very  regularly  to  make  their 
visitations,  feeling  greatly  encouraged,  and  being  stimulated 
to  duty,  by  the  conviction  of  the  truth  of  God’s  promises  : 
“ My  word  shall  not  return  to  me  void'  but  shall  prosper  in  the 
thing  whereto  I send  it.” 

“ Me  that  goeth  forth  bearing  precious  seed,  shall  doubtless 
come  again  bringing  his  sheaves  with  him.” 

SARAH  B.  BROWN, 

Secretary  of  Ladies'  Committee. 


TEACHER’S  REPORT  OF  BOYS’  SCHOOL. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents. 

Gentlemen  : 

The  following  statistics  comprise  the  Report  of  the  Boys’ 
School  in  this  Institution,  for  year  ending  December  31st,  1859. 

The  whole  number  of  boys  under  instruction  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  was  ......  463 

Th  ere  have  been  received  during  the  year  . . . 299 


Whole  number  under  instruction  during  the  year,  . 762 

Of  the  299  boys  received  into  the  School, 

Did  not  know  the  Alphabet,  ......  27 

Could  spell  easy  words, 42 

Commenced  1st  Header, 118 

“ 2d  58 

“ 3d  “ 19 

“ 4th  “ *30 

“ 5th  “ =5 

229 

In  Arithmetic. 

Commenced  in  Addition,  .......  204 

“ ' Subtraction,  26 

“ Multiplication, 26 

“ Division, 22 

“ Denominate  Numbers,  ....  fl5 

“ Fractions,  ......  f2 

“ Interest, ■ • f4 

299 


* Twenty-three  of  these  had  been  taught  in  the  Refuge  before, 
f Twelve  of  these  had  been  taught  in  the  Refuge  before. 
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There  are  now  478  boys  in  the  School, 

Of  whom  do  not  know  the  Alaphet, 

Read  in  1st  Reader, 

“ 2d  

“ 3d  

“ 4th  “ 

“ 5th  “ 

Are  in  Addition  (1st  class), 

“ Subtraction  (2d  class),  . 

“ Multiplication  (3d  class), 

“ Division  (4th  class), 

“ Miscellaneous  Arithmetic  (5th  class), 

Of  whom  are  in  Denominate  Numbers,  . 

“ “ Fractions, 

“ “ Decimals, 

“ “ Miscellaneous  Examples, 


4 

52 

122 

113 

109 

78 


65 

72 

87 

101 

*153 


76 

36 

20 

21 


478 


478 


153 


Promotions  in  Arithmetic  During  Tear  : 


To  Subtraction  (2d  class), 171 

“ Multiplication  (3d  class),  ......  157 

“ Division  (4th  class),  .......  148 

“ Denominate  Numbers  (5th  class),  .....  146 


The  following  promotions  have  been  made  in  the  Fifth 


Class  : 

To  Fractions, 84 

“ Decimals,  .........  78 

“ Interest, 68 

“ Proportion,  .........  54 

“ Partnership, 46 

“ Miscellaneous  Examples, 32 

“ Through  Arithmetic . 6 


The  following  promotions  have  been  made  in  reading  : 


To  Second  Reader, 167 

“ Third,  “ 128 

“ Fourth,  156 

“ Fifth,  “ 90 
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The  following  tables  show  the  attainments  in  reading,  writ- 
ing, arithmetic,  and  geography,  of  those  boys  who  have  left 
the  Institution  during  the  year  : 

In  Reading  : 

First  Reader, 19 

Second,  “ 44 

Third,  “ 61 

Fourth,  “ 130 

Fifth,  “ 40 

284 

In  Arithmetic  : 

There  were  in  Addition, 17 

“ “ Subtraction,  .......  24 

“ “ Multiplication,  ......  47 

“ “ Division,  .......  62 

“ “ Denominate  Numbers,  .....  70 

“ “ Fractions, 40 

“ “ Decimals, 6 

“ Proportion,  .......  2 

“ “ Profit  and  Loss 2 

“ Miscellaneous  Examples,  ....  10 

‘ ‘ Through  Arithmetic, 4 

284 

In  Writing. 

Could  make  letters,  .......  17 

“ write  words,  .......  24 

“ write  legibly, 47 

“ write  well,  .......  196 

284 

In  Geography. 

In  Colton  Filch,  as  far  as  North  America,  ...  62 

“ “ “ United  States,  ...  70 

“ “ to  Mexico,  .....  46 

“ “ through  Europe,  ....  16 

194 

Had  not  studied  Geography, 90 

284 
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Intellectual  Arithmetic. 
Had  finished  3 chapters,  “ Stoddard,”  . 

a it  4 n “ ■ ( 

“ “ 6 “ “ . 


1 1 


“ 20  “ 


i t 


Had  not  studiedintellectual  Arithmetic, 


62 

70 

40 

18 

94 

284 


At  present  65  boys  write  on  slates. 

“ 413  “ “ “ paper. 

“ 254  boys  Study  Stoddart’s  Intellectual  Arithmetic. 

“ 254  “ “ Geography. 

Of  the  299  boys  that  have  entered  the  school  during  the 


year 

142  say  they  never  attended  any  Sabbath-school. 

109  say  they  never  attended  any  day-school. 

200  boys  say  they  never  learned  a verse  of  Scripture. 

During  the  year,  299  boys  have  entered  the  school  ; of  that 
number,  266  remain.  The  following  table  will  show  how  much 
time  they  spent  in  school,  previous  to  coming  to  the  Refuge  ; 
also,  their  classification  in  reading  and  arithmetic,  when  they 
entered,  together  with  their  present  standing  in  those  branches. 


Time. 


For  School, 


Classification  in  Reading. 


On  entering, 
Present  standing, 


Classification  in  Arithmetic. 


On  entering, 
Present  standing, 


98 


_ <D 

a.  o 


53 

4 


188 

61 


51 


119 

49 


22 

65 


o 

2 w i 


38 


44 


W 

Vl 

Ol  ^ CO 


.r?  a 

s-  fl  o> 

2 1 ^ 

o o 

M " 


20 


15 


.a 


49 

no 


20 

71 


28 

57 


> 

s 


17 

38 


14 

33 


3 

13 


18 

22 


266 


266 

266 


$ 

o 


266 

266 


Of  these  266  Boys,  81  had  attended  Ward  Schools  in  this  city,  11  in  Albany,  12  in  Troy,  28 
in  Brooklyn,  20  in  country  Schools,  16  in  various  other  Schools,  while  98  had  been  to  no  School 
at  all. 
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As  our  Annual  Report  for  the  present  year  was  utterly 
consumed  by  fire  after  it  had  been  given  to  the  printer,  we 
can  not  vouch  for  strict  accuracy  in  some  portions  of  the 
present  one,  as  some  of  the  papers  from  which  the  statistics 
were  gathered  had  been  destroyed. 

We  feel,  however,  that  at  best  we  can  give  but  a very 
meagre  idea,  in  a Report,  of  what  has  been,  or  is  accomplished 
from  year  to  year  in  an  Institution  like  this. 

Our  new  Female  House  is  nearly  completed,  and  will  be  ready 
for  the  occupancy  of  the  girls  in  a few  weeks.  We  hope  then, 
with  better  accommodation,  and  an  increased  number  of  teach' 
ers,  to  come  more  individually  in  contact  with  the  children,  to 
become  better  acquainted  with  their  habits,  feelings,  and  modes 
of  thought,  to  enlist  their  attention  in  such  things  as  shall 
enlarge  their  understandings,  give  them  different  views  of  life, 
and  allure  them  on  to  paths  of  usefulness  and  virtue. 

The  City  Superintendents,  Messrs.  Kiddle,  Jones,  and  Seton, 
have  once  visited  and  examined  our  schools. 

We  would  again  tender  our  obligations  to  the  School  Com' 
mittee  for  their  warm  expressions  of  sympathy,  unvarying  con- 
fidence, and  many  expressions  of  approval  amid  the  anxieties 
and  cares  of  another  year. 

If  any  success  has  attended  my  efforts  in  conducting  this 
department  during  the  year,  much  of  it  is  due  to  the  prompt- 
ness and  energy  of  my  associate  teachers,  and  their  hearty 
co-operation  in  all  my  plans  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
school. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  H.  HALLOCK, 

Jan  ls<.,  1860.  Principal. 


AMUAL  REPORT  OF  GIRLS’  SCHOOL, 


HOUSE  OF  REFUGE,  RANDALL’S  ISLAND. 


1859. 


The  whole  numer  of  girls  under  instruction  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  was  . . . . . .77 

There  have  been  received  into  school  during  the  year,  . 77 


Whole  number  under  instruction  during  the  year,  . 154 


Of  those  received, 

Did  not  know  the  Alphabet,  ......  19 

Commenced  in  1st  header 23 

“ “ 2d  8 

“ “ 3d  16 

“ “ 4th  “ 5 

“ “ 5th  *6 

Were  unacquainted  with  Arithmetic,  . . . .44 

Commenced  with  Subtraction,  . . . . . 7 

“ “ Multiplication 15 

“ “ Division,  . ....  . 5 

“ “ Compound  Numbers,'  . . . *1 

“ “ Fractions,  . . . *5 

There  are  at  present  77  girls  in  the  House. 

Of  whom  do  not  know  the  Alphabet,  ....  0 

“ read  in  1st  header, 16 

“ “ 2d  “ 10 

“ “ 3d  18 

“ “ 4th  “ 15 

“ “ 5th  “ 18 


* Four  of  these  had  been  in  the  Institution  before. 
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Are  in  Addition  (1st class),  • 

. 16 

“ Subtraction  (2d  class),  . 

10 

“ Multiplication  (3d  class), 

18 

“ Division  (4th  class), 

15 

“ Compound  Numbers  (lower  5th  class) 

6 

“ Fractions  (higher  5th  class),  . 

12 

Promotions  in  Reading  during  the 

Year. 

To  2d  Reader, 

. 34 

“ 3d  

. 33 

“ 4th  “ 

. 35 

“ 5th  “ 

. 21 

In  Arithmetic. 

To  Subtraction  (2d  class), 

. 34 

“ Multiplication  (3d  class),  . 

. 33 

“ Division  (4th  class),  .... 

. 35 

“ Compound  Numbers  (5th  class), 

. 21 

“ Fractions  (higher  5th  class), 

. 18 

There  are  two  divisions  formed  by  the 

5th  class  in  Arith- 

metic  ; those  of  the  lower  being  in  Compound  Numbers,  and 

the  higher  in  Fractions. 

Of  those  who  left  the  Institution  during  the  past  year,  there 

were  in 

1st  Reader 

5 

2d  

9 

3d  

. 19 

4th  

. 15 

5th  “ ...... 

. 29 

Arithmetic. 

There  were  in  Addition,  .... 

5 

“ “ Subtraction, 

9 

“ “ Multiplication,  . 

. 19 

“ Division,  .... 

. 15 

“ Compound  Numbers,  . 

. 15 

“ “ Fractions,  .... 

. 13 

“ “ Interest,  .... 

1 
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At  present  10  girls  write  on  slate, 


67  “ “ paper. 

52  “ study  Geography. 

34  “ “ Stoddard  s Mental  Arithmetic. 


Of  the  11  girls  admitted  during  the  year  : 

Had  never  attended  day-school, 

Had  attended  less  than  6 months,  . 


13 

16 

4 

12 

12 

20 


more  “ “ “ and  less  than  1 year, 

“ “ 1 year  “ “2  years, 

“ “ 2 years  “ “ 3 “ 


from  3 to  6 “ 


Of  these  20,  11  attended  Ward  Schools  in  this  city  ; 2 in  Brooklyn  ; 1 in 
Utica  ; 1 in  Albany  ; and  5 various  other  schools,  chiefly  those  in  care  of  the 
Sisters  of  Charity. 

The  girls  have,  besides  their  usual  daily  lessons,  committed 
to  memory  12,416  verses  of  Scripture,  besides  several  hymns. 

Their  study  time  is  ’now  limited  to  the  school  hours,  and  is 
not  sufficient  to  prepare  their  lessons  as  thoroughly  as  we 
could  desire.  This  difficulty  will  be  obviated,  however,  when 
we  move  into  the  new  house,  as  they  will  then  have  tasks  ap- 
pointed them,  at  the  completion  of  which  they  will  be  entitled 
to  a portion  of  time  sufficient  to  prepare  their  lessons,  or  to 
read — a privilege  now  almost  denied  them. 

Our  library  has  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  two  series 
of  works,  besides  a few  other  volumes.  It  is  desirable  that  we 
have  a good  and  choice  selection  of  works  for  them,  that  the 
influence  may  be  of  an  elevating  nature,  and  impart  a grow- 
ing desire  for  something  more  and  better  than  they  now  pos- 
sess. This  is  one  of  our  greatest  needs. 

The  school  has  been  examined  once  during  the  year  by 
Messrs.  Kiddle  and  Jones,  City  Superintendents. 

With  grateful  remembrance,  we  would  present  our  thanks 
to  the  School  Committee  for  their  kindness  and  sympathy, 
their  cheering  and  encouraging  words,  and  the  interest  they 
have  manifested  in  the  plans  pertaining  to  the  good  of  the 
schools. 
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It  is  a cause  of  regret,  that  we  are  not  able  to  record  mani- 
festations of  God’s  Spirit  working  in  the  hearts  of  these  girls, 
carefully  as  we  have  watched  for  tokens  of  its  presence. 
Sometimes  we  fancied  we  could  perceive  it  by  some  tender 
emotion,  an  interested  look,  a word,  a tear  ; but  such  exhibi- 
tions proved  to  be  merely  the  result  of  sympathy,  and  not  the 
demonstrations  of  an  awakened  conscience,  or  the  earnest  de_ 
sires  of  a soul  thirsting  for  heavenly  wisdom.  The  lack  of 
such  interest  seems  not  surprising,  when  we  consider  how 
many  influences  of  an  opposite  nature  are  at  work  in  their 
hearts,  and  the  natural  tendency  of  the  mind  to  erase  awak- 
ening impressions. 

Still  we  are  commanded  to  cast  our  bread  upon  the  waters, 
assured  that  after  many  days  it  will  return.  That  this  pro- 
mise may  be  verified  to  us  is  the  earnest  and  sincere  prayer  of 
the  teacher, 

Dec.  80th,  1859. 


E.  F.  SNELLING. 


CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents : 

Gentlemen  : — The  site  of  the  beautiful  and  stately  pile  of  build- 
ings, known  as  the  “ New  York  House  of  Refuge,”  was  once  a 
ledge  of  rock  of  almost  adamantine  hardness,  and  to  prepare  it 
for  its  present  occipancy  has  been  attended  with  vast  expense 
of  implements  and  labor.  In  its  original  condition  it  furnishes 
no  inappropriate  representation  of  the  state  of  its  inmates  as 
they  come  from  the  scenes  of  their  former  history,  where  the 
influences  and  associations  as  inevitably  debase  and  harden,  as 
certain  processes  of  nature  tend  to  petrifaction.  And,  with 
some  exceptions,  the  work  of  their  reformation  is  attended  with 
even  more  difficulty,  and  its  development  far  more  tedious 
than  the  removal  of  a rocky  ledge  for  the  erection  of  a beautiful 
edifice  ; still  the  one  has  been  done  as  well  as  the  other,  and,  we 
are  not  without  confidence,  will,  in  many  instances,  be  done 
again.  From  a different  basis  of  operations,  and  a different 
class  of  resistances,  the  application  of  moral  means  may  not 
seem  as  certain  to  affect  the  heart  and  reform  the  life  as  that 
of  appropriate  means  to  remove  the  solid  rock  ; yet  the  history 
of  this  Institution  for  each  successive  year  is  luminous  with 
examples  of  the  efficiency  of  its  operations  to  save  and  elevate 
in  both  a physical  and  moral  point  of  view.  As  important  as 
as  the  means  may  be  for  training  in  industrial  branches 
and  for  educational  improvement,  religious  truth  and  influ- 
ences we  can  but  regard  as  pre-eminent.  It  has  been,  and 
is  our  purpose,  therefore,  not  to  come  behind  in  our  own 
specific  department,  but  to  keep  up,  as  far  as  circumstances 
allow,  the  presentation  of  the  truth  with  all  possible  fidelity  and 
plainness,  and  to  ply  every  means  furnished  by  the  truth  with 
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energy  and  perseverance.  1)1  health  during  the  summer  occa- 
sioned a longer  absence  from  our  active  duties  than  has 
occurred  since  our  connection  with  the  Institution  ; but  partly 
from  aid  within  the  House,  and  partly  from  without,  our 
personal  lack  of  service  was  abundantly  supplied.  In  the 
Sabbath-school  department,  a degree  of  efficiency  has  been 
attained  that  we  believe  has  never  before  been  excelled.  For 
their  interest  and  efforts,  the  Teachers  employed  in  the  House 
are  worthy  of  grateful  mention,  while  the  visitors  of  different 
denominations  from  abroad  have  kindly  and  faithfully  borne 
their  part  in  giving  religious  instruction  in  this  department. 
The  system  of  monthly  rewards  has  been  continued  by  the 
Sabbath-school  Union  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  reaching  an  ag- 
gregate of  more  than  five  thousand,  the  value  of  which  dona- 
tion exceeds  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.  The  donations  of 
several  weekly  religious  papers,  by  their  proprietors,  have  been 
continued  after  the  example  of  former  years.  Incidents  are 
not  wanting  to  show  the  beneficial  results  of  the  religious 
instructions  received  here  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  left 
the  Institution  ; but  as  these  mainly  appear  in  the  correspond- 
ence, extracts  from  which  are  given  in  the  Appendix,  we  forbear 
to  advert  to  more  than  a single  one.  A boy  of  considerable 
promise,  while  in  the  Institution,  who  was  placed  at  school  by 
those  to  whose  care  he  was  committed,  writing  from  which  to 
his  sister,  near  the  commencement  of  the  past  year,  he  said, 
that,  “on  New  ‘Year’s  Day’  he  received  the  greatest  present 
that  he  had  ever  received  in  his  life,”  referring  to  the  gift  of  a 
new  heart  that  he  then  professed  to  have  received  through 
faith  in  Christ  Jesus.  Imploring  the  Divine  blessing  upon  the 
labors  of  the  past,  we  commend  the  Institution  and  its  inmates 
to  the  care  of  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  time  to  come,  and 
trust  that  we  shall  still  be  gladdened  by  the  tokens  of  his 
favor  here,  and  in  the  world  of  bliss  meet  with  our  fellow- 
laborers,  as  well  as  many  of  the  subjects  of  our  united  efforts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  HORTON, 

Chaplain. 


DONATIONS 


A List  of  Books  donated  to  the  Library  of  the  Officers  of 
the  House  of  Refuge  hi  1859,  with  the  names  of  the  Donors  : 


BY  W.  51.  PRICHARD. 


Zenobia 1 Yol. 

Aurelian 1 “ 

Julian 1 “ 

Studies  in  Christian  Biog’phy  1 “ 

English  Traits 1 “ 

Memoir  of  Mary  L.  Ware. . . 1 “ 

White’s  Natural  History  of 

Selbourne 1 “ 

Recollections  of  a Literary 

Life 1 “ 

Charming’s  Memoirs 3 “ 

Athanasia,  or  Foregleams  of 

Immortality 1 “ 

Story’s  Commentaries  on  the 

Law  of  Agency 1 “ 

Kent’s  Commentaries 4 “ 

Abbott  on  Shipping 1 “ 

Burrill  on  Assignments 1 “ 

Colyer  on  Partnership 1 “ 

Kinne’s  Kent 1 “ 

Macaulay’s  History  of  Eng- 
land  4 “ 

The  Life  of  North  American 
Insects 1 “ 


BY  SIRS.  W.  51.  PRICHARD. 


The  Life  and  Public  Sendees 

of  John  C.  Fremont 1 Yol. 

The  Lives  of  the  British  His- 
torians   2 “ 

Star  Papers,  or  Experiences 

of  Art  and  Nature 1 “ 

Getting  Along 2 “ 

The  Ingoldsby  Legends 1 “ 

A Shabby  Genteel  Story,  and 

Other  Tales 1 “ 

Henry  Yin.  and  his  Six 

Wives 1 “ 

Aurora  Leigh 1 “ 

Souvenirs  of  Tavels 2 “ 


BY  OUTER  S.  STRONG. 

The  American  Journal  of  Ed- 
ucation  5Vols. 

Reformatory  Education  Pa- 
pers on  Preventive,  Cor- 
rectional, and  Reformatory 
Institutions 1 “ 

The  Life  of  Charlotte  Bronte  2 “ 


BY  CHARLES  S.  FRANCIS. 


Sailor’s  Life  and  Sailor’s 

Yams 1 Vol. 

Waverley  Poetiy 1 “ 

Biographical  Notices  of  Dis- 
tinguished Men  of  New 

England 1 “ 

Eothen,  or  Traces  of  Travel 
brought  Home  from  the 
East 1 “ 


BY  SHELDON  & CO. 


The  Losing  and  Taking  of 
Mansoul  ; or,  Lectures  on 

the  Holy  War 1 Yol. 

History  of  the  Translation  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures  into 

the  English  Tongue 1 “ 

The  Life  of  Oliver  Cromwell  1 “ 

The  Almost  Christian  discov- 
ered  1 “ 

Lectures  on  Baptism  and 

Communion 1 “ 

Memoir  of  Rev.  David  T. 

Stoddard 1 “ 

Sketches  of  the  Life  and 
Ministry  of  Rev.  C.  H. 

Spurgeon 1 “ 

Sermons  of  Rev.  C.  H.  Spur- 
geon   4 “ 
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The  Saint  and  his  Saviour. . . 1 Vol. 
The  New  York  Pulpit  in  the 

Revival  of  1858 1 ** 

Life  in  Israel 1 “ 

The  Life  of  Spencer  H.  Cone,  1 “ 


Life  Pictures  from  a Pastor’s 

Note  Book 1 

Glimpses  of  Jesus,  or  Christ 

Exalted 1 “ 

Sermons  to  the  Churches ....  1 “ 

The  Life  and  Discourses  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Spencer,  of 

Liverpool 1 “ 

An  Etymological  Dictionary 
of  Family  and  Christian 
Names 1 “ 


CampbeUism  Examined 1 “ 

Grace  Truman,  or  Love  and 

Principle 1 

The  Little  Commodore 1 “ 

Romance  of  Biography,  Il- 
lustrated in  the  Lives  of 

Historic  Personages, 1 “ 

Ida  Norman 1 “ 

BY  HUBBARD  k BURGESS. 

Uncas  and  Miantonomoh . . . 1 Vol. 
Men  and  Women  of  the  Eigh- 
teenth Century 2 “ 

The  Pilgrim’s  Progress 1 “ 

An  American  Merchant  in 
Europe,  Asia,  and  Austra- 
lia  1 “ 

The  Life  of  the  Rev.  Geo. 

Whitefield 1 “ 

Life  Pictures  from  a Pastor’s 

Note  Book 1 “ 

Pencillings  hy  the  Way 1 “ 

Rural  Letters 1 “ 

Famous  Persons  and  Places . 1 “ 

The  History  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica  1 “ 

The  American  Pulpit 1 “ 

The  Physiology  of  the  Sen- 
ses  1 “ 

BY  DERBY  & JACKSON. 

The  Wide  Awake  Gift 1 Vol. 

Alone 1 “ 

The  White  Dove,  and  Other 

Poems 

Notes  from  Plymouth  Pulpit  1 “ 

Joys  and  Sorrows  of  Home. . 1 “ 


The  Rifle,  Axe,  and  Saddle 

Bags lVol. 

Moss  Side 1 “ 

The  Star  and  the  Cloud,  or 

A Daughter’s  Love 1 “ 

Household  Tales  for  Popular 

Reading 1 “ 

Poems  of  Religion  and  Soci- 
ety  1 “ 

Discoverers  and  Pioneers  of 

America 1 “ 

Incidents  of  Travel  and  Ad- 
ventures in  the  West,  with 
Col.  Fremont’s  Last  Expe- 

pedition 1 “ 

The  Language  and  Poetry  of 

Flowers 1 “ 

The  Rainbow  around  the 
Tomb 1 “ 


The  Orphan,  or  Lights  and 


Shadows  of  Northern  Life  1 “ 

Lives  of  the  Signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  American 

Independence 1 “ 

Rural  Life  in  America 1 “ 

The  Olney  Hymns 1 “ 

The  Young  Man’s  Guide. .. . 1 “ 

Country  Margins  and  Ram- 
bles of  a Journalist 1 “ 

Camp-fires  of  the  Red  Men,  1 “ 

Pen  Pictures  of  the  Bible...  1 “ 

The  American  Revolution ..  . 1 “ 

The  Orphan  Girls,  a Tale  of 

Southern  Life 1 “ 

The  Daisy  Necklace,  and 
What  Came  of  It 1 “ 

BY  LEAVITT  & ALLEN. 

Popular  Biography 1 Vol. 

The  American’s  Own  Book, . 1 “ 

Buffon's  Natural  History  of 

Man,  &c : 2 “ 

Gaut  Gurley,  or  the  Trappers 

of  Umbagog 1 “ 

Anecdotes,  Religious,  Moral, 

and  Entertaining 1 “ 

The  Heavenly  Token  — A 

Gift  Book  for  Christians . . 1 “ 

The  Prose  Writers  of  Ame- 
rica— A Collection  of  Ex- 
tracts   1 “ 


BY  D.  APPLETON  & CO. 


Stories  from  Blackwood 1 Vol. 
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The  Brief  Remarker  on  the 


Ways  of  Man 1 Yol. 

What  I Saw  in  California ....  1 “ 

Party  Leaders  1 “ 

Memoirs  of  Washington. .. . 1 “ 

Memoirs  of  an  American 

Lady  1 “ 

Confidential  Disclosures  ....  1 “ 

Gleanings — Some  Wheat — 

Some  Chaff 1 “ 

The  Successful  Merchant. ...  1 “ 

The  Scottish  Chiefs 1 “ 

A History  of  Germany. ...  1 “ 

The  Americans  in  Japan ....  1 “ 

The  Life  of  John  Randolph  1 “ 

The  Ministry  of  Life 1 “ 


The  Hive  of  the  Bee  Hunter  1 “ 

The  Queens  of  England  and 
their  Times,  from  William 
the  Conquerer  to  William 

the  Fourth  2 “ 

The  Poetical  Works  of  John 


Keats 1 “ 

The  Summer  Land 1 “ 

Prismatics 1 “ 

The  Iroquois 1 “ 

Africa  and  the  American 

Flag,  1850  and  1851 1 “ 

The  Confidential  Corre- 
spondence of  Napoleon 
with  his  Brother  Joseph 

Bonaparte 2 “ 

A Commonplace  Book  of 

Thought 1 “ 

Memories  and  Fancies 1 “ 

The  Virginia  Comedian....  2 “ 

Beechcroft 1 “ 

Kenneth,  or  the  Rear  Guard 

of  the  Grand  Army 1 “ 

The  Maiden  Aunt 1 “ 

Gayeties  and  Gravities 1 “ 

Russia 1 “ 

Recollections  of  the  Table 
Talk  of  Samuel  Rogers..  1 “ 

Practical  Instructions  in  Ani- 
mal Magnetism 1 “ 

life  in  Abysinnia 2 “ 

Things  not  Generally  Known  1 “ 

The  Poetical  Works  of  Sam- 
uel Coleridge 1 “ 

The  Sunshine  of  Greystone  1 “ 

The  Vision,  or  Hell,  Purga- 
tory, and  Paradise 1 “ 

Introductory  Lectures  on 

Modern  History 1 “ 

History  of  the  Roman  Re- 
public   1 “ 


The  Young  Student 1 Vol. 

The  Use  of  Sunshine 1 “ 

The  Poetical  Works  of 

Chaucer 1 “ 

The  Poetical  Works  of  Mrs. 

Hemans, 2 “ 

Butler’s  Hudibras  1 “ 

Mount  Vernon  ; A Letter  to 
the  Children  of  America . . 1 “ 

Bertram  Noel  1 “ 


BY  D.  JACKSON  STEWARD. 

The  Rise  of  the  Dutch  Re- 


public   3 Vol. 

J ohn  Howard  and  the  Prison 

World  of  Europe 1 “ 

The  Lives,  Acts,  and  Mar- 
tyrdoms of  the  Apostles . . 2 “ 

The  Christ  of  History 1 “ 

Memorials  of  Capt.  Headley 

Vicars  1 “ 

A Practical  View  of  the  Pre- 
vailing Religious  System . . 1 “ 

The  Land  and  the  Book ....  2 “ 

The  Life  and  Epistles  of  St. 

Paul  2 “ 

Scott’s  Bible,  with  a Con- 
cordance  3 “ 

Daily  Bible,  with  Illustra- 
tions   8 “ 

Sermons  and  Discourses  by 

Thomas  Chalmers 2 “ 

A Complete  Concordance  to 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  by 
Alexander  Cruden 1 “ 

BY  DAYID  SANDS. 

Irving’s  Works 20  Vol. 

Works  of  Bayard  Taylor ....  6 “ 

Works  of  Maria  Edgeworth.  10  “ 

The  United  States  Grinnell 
Expedition  in  Search  of 

Sir  John  Franklin 1 “ 

Travels  in  Egypt,  Arabia, 

Petrsea,  and  the  Holy 

Land 2 “ 

Travels  in  Greece,  Turkey, 

Russia,  and  Poland 2 “ 

Travels  in  Central  America 

and  Yucatan 2 “ 

The  Martyr  of  Science 1 “ 

The  Life  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton  1 “ 

Oliver  Cromwell’s  Letters 
and  Speeches 2 “ 


3 
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Discourses  on  the  Objects 
and  Uses  of  Science  and 

Literature 1 Yol. 

Lives  of  the  Brothers  Hum- 
boldt, Alexander  and  Wil- 
liam   1 “ 

Nineveh  and  its  Remains, 

two  volumes  in  one 1 “ 

Principles  of  Geology 1 “ 

Notes  on  the  Miracles  of  our 

Lord 1 “ 

Notes  on  the  Parables  of  our 

Lord 1 “ 

A Memoir  of  the  Rev.  Sid- 
ney Smith 2 “ 

Boswell’s  Life  of  Johnson....  4 “ 

History  of  the  Girondists,  by 

De  Lamartine 3 “ 

D’Aubigne’s  History  of  the 

Reformation 5 “ 

Cyclopedia  of  American  Lit- 
erature   2 “ 

Cyclopedia  of  English  Lit- 
erature   2 “ 

Walks  and  Talks  of  an 
American  Farmer  in  Eng- 


land   1 ‘ 

The  Life  of  Beniamin  Frank- 
lin   1 

The  History  of  Rome 1 ‘ 

Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  Sir 

Walter  Scott 4 ‘ 

Land,  Labor,  and  Gold 2 ‘ 

The  Life  of  George  Stephen- 
son, the  Railway  Engin- 
eer   1 

The  Home  ; or,  Life  in  Swe- 
den   1 

The  Neighbors  ; a Story  of 

Every-day  Life 1 ‘ 

Leaves  from  a Family  Jour- 
nal   1 ‘ 

Macaulay’s  Essays 6 ‘ 

Holy  Living  and  Dying 1 ‘ 

Sermons  preached  at  Trinity 

Chapel,  at  Brighton 3 ‘ 

Lectures  and  Addresses  on 
Literary  and  Social  Topics  1 ‘ 

My  Schools  and  School- 
masters   1 ‘ 

Footprints  of  the  Creator. ..  1 1 

The  Christian  Year,  or 

Thoughts  in  Verse 1 “ 

Lights  and  Shadows  of  Scot- 
tish Life 1 “ 

Life  and  Memorials  of  Daniel 
Webster 1 “ 


Extracts  from  the  Diary  and 
Correspondence  of  the  late 

Amos  Lawrence lVol. 

Lives  of  American  Mer- 
chants   2 “ 

Chambers’  Information  for 

the  People 2 “ 

A Treatise  on  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Landscape 

Gardening 1 “ 

Universal  History  from  the 
Creation  of  the  World  to 
the  Decease  of  George  the 

Third 6 “ 

Voyages  of  Discovery  and 
Research  within  the  Arc- 
tic Region 1 “ 

The  Complete  Poetical  Works 
of  Cowper,  with  a Memoir 

of  the  Author 1 “ 

The  Poetical  Works  of  John 
Milton,  with  a Biography 

of  the  Author 1 “ 

The  Poetical  Works  of  Pope,  1 “ 

Morning  Exercises  for  Every 

Day  in  the  Year 1 “ 

Village  Sermons,  by  Burder,  1 “ 

Commonplace  Book  to  the 

Holy  Bible 1 “ 

Sketches  from  Life 1 “ 

Lady  Huntingdon  and  her 

Friends 1 “ 

A Biography  of  Whitefield, 

by  Joseph  Beldrer 1 “ 

Elegant  Narratives 1 “ 

Memoirs  of  the  Life  and 
Ministry  of  Rev.  John 

Summerfield 1 “ 

Practical  Truths 1 “ 

Owen  on  the  Forgiveness  of  Sin  1 “ 

The  Cause  and  Cure  of  Infi- 
delity   1 “ 

Memoir  of  the  Rev.  Philip 

Henry 1 “ 

Memoir  of  Mrs.  Harriet  L. 

Winslow 1 “ 

Elijah,  the  Tishbite 1 “ 

The  Life  of  Rev.  David 

Brewster 1 “ 

A History  of  the  Work  of 

Redemption 1 “ 

Stories  for  the  Young,  by 
Hannah  More 8 “ 

BY  ANDREW  WARNER. 

Tire  Legend  of  the  Sleepy 
Hollow 1 vol. 
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BY  P.  W.  DOWNEB. 

Prescott’s  History  of  the 

Conquest  of  Peru 2 Yol. 

Arctic  Explorations  : The 
Second  Grinnell  Expedi- 
tion  2 “ 

Lectures  on  the  British 

Poets 2 “ 

Lectures  on  English  History 

and  Tragic  Poetry 1 “ 

Lectures  on  English  Litera- 
ture  1 “ 

BY  JAMES  W.  UNDERHILL. 

Prescott’s  History  of  the 
Reign  of  Ferdinand  and 


Isabella  the  Catholic....  3 Vol. 
Prescott’s  History  of  the 
Conquest  of  Mexico 3 “ 

BY  G.  P.  PUTNAM. 

Elements  of  Geology,  by 

Rev.  St.  John 1 Vol. 

The  Modern  Story-Teller..  1 “ 

Personal  Narrative  of  a Pil- 
grimage to  El  Medina  and 

Mecca 1 “ 

Titcomb’s  Letters  to  Young 
People 1 “ 


Morals  of  Manners,  or  Hints 


for  Young  People 1 Vol. 

Facts  and  Fancies  for  School 
Day  Readings 1 “ 


BY  ISRAEL  RUSSELL. 

Sailor’s  Magazine,  16  years, 

from  1843  to  1859 12  Vol. 

New  York  State  Census  for 

1855  1 “ fo. 

The  Cultivator,  edited  by 
Jessy  Buel,  of  Albany, 

from  1838  to  1842 5 “ 

The  Rural  Library  for  1839  1 “ 

The  Lowes  Treatise  on  Fann- 
ing, 1839  1 “ 

The  New  York  Cultivator, 

new  series,  1844  11  Nos. 

The  New  York  Farmer  and 
Mechanics’  Spirit  of  Ame- 
rican Institutes,  1842, 

1843,  and  1844 25  “ 

The  American  Agriculturist, 

1844,  1846,  and  1848  ....  20  “ 
There  are  contained  in  the 

Library 641  Vol. 

Port-Folio  contains  52  En- 
gravings— 42  from  Colonel 
Stevens,  and  10  from 
Colonel  Warner. 


Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  (General  Fund),  in  Account  Current  with  W 

Underhill,  Treasurer. 
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Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents  (Building  Fund),  in  Account  Current  with  Walter 
r.  Underhill,  Treasurer.  C: 
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l'\nana:  CommiUee. 


To  the  Managers  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents : 
Gentlemen: 

The  Superintendent  respectfully  reports,  that  since  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Institution,  in  1825,  the  whole  number  of 
children  which  have  been  received,  is  7,961.  The  number  in 
the  House  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1859,  was  as  follows,  viz.: 


"White  Boys, 
"White  Girls, 
Colored  Boys, 
Colored  Girls, 


437 

74 

26 

3 


540 


Received  during  the  year  1859  : 


"White  Boys, 
White  Girls, 
Colored  Boys, 
Colored  Girls, 


283 

72 

16 

6 


377  917 


Of  these  we  disposed  of : 


White  Boys, 
White  Girls, 
Colored  Boys, 
Colored  Girls, 


269 

76 

15 

2 


362 


Leaving,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1860  : 


White  Boys, 
"White  Girls, 
Colored  Boys, 


451 

70 

27 

7 


Colored  Girls, 


555 


superintendent’s  report. 
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TABLE  I. 

Showing  the  sources  whence  were  received  377  children  during 

the  year  1859. 


White 

Boys. 

White 

Girls. 

Colored 

Boys. 

Colored 

Girls. 

Total. 

From  the  Flew  York  Police, 

45 

37 

2 

2 

86 

“ “ “ Sessions, . . . 

111 

10 

9 

2 

132 

“ Kings  County  “ 

31 

3 

0 

0 

34 

“ Rensselaer  County  “ 

18 

7 

2 

0 

27 

“ Governor’s  of  the  alms  house 

2 

2 

0 

0 

4 

“ Westchester  County  Sessions 

5 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Queen’s  County  “ 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

“ Orange  County  “ 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

“ Albany  County  “ 

13 

3 

1 

0 

17 

“ Sullivan  County  “ 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

“ Brown  County  “ 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

“ Schoharie  County  “ 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

“ Oneida»County  “ 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

“ Green  County  “ 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Returned  after  having  been,  given 

230 

63 

16 

4 

313 

up  to  friends  or  indentured 

53 

8 

1 

2 

64 

283 

71 

17 

6 

377 

TABLE  II. 

Showing  the  'parentage  of  294  White  Children  received  into  the 
House  during  the  year  1859. 


Americans 40 

Irish 195 

English 14 

Germans 30 

Scotch 4 

French 6 

Dutch 2 

Swedish 1 

Spanish 1 

Russian 1 


294 
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TABLE  in. 

Showing  the  Disposition  of  Children  during  the  year  1859. 


Disposition. 

White 

Boys. 

White 

Girls. 

Colored 

Boys. 

Colored 

Girls. 

Total. 

Indentured  to  Farmers 

130 

0 

10 

0 

140 

44 

Housewifery 

0 

49 

0 

1 

50 

u 

Clerkship 

8 

0 

0 

0 

2 

u 

Shoemakers 

20 

0 

0 

0 

28 

a 

Blacksmiths 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

u 

Tailors 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

a 

Carpenters 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

u 

Coopers 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

44 

Masons 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

u 

Painters 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

u 

Edge  Tool  Makers . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

u 

Candle-makers 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

44 

Bakers 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

44 

Carriage-makers . . . 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

44 

Cabinet-makers. . . . 

4 

0 

0 

. 0 

4 

44 

Stone-cutters 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

44 

Hatters 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

44 

Dentists 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

44 

Sawyers 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

44 

Sent  to  Sea 

4 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Discharged 

70 

27 

4 

1 

102 

Escaped 

4 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Died 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

269 

76 

15 

2 

362 

TABLE  IV. 


Showing  the  Ages  of  313  Children  received  during  the  year 

1859. 


1 

was 

6 

years  old. 

3 

were 

9 

44 

14 

44 

10 

44 

18 

44 

11 

44 

35 

44 

12 

44 

54 

44 

13 

44 

68  were  14  years  old. 


60 

44 

15 

44 

52 

44 

16 

44 

7 

44 

17 

44 

1 

44 

18 

44 

313 


Average  age,  13  years,  9 months,  12  days,  nearly. 
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TABLE  V. 

Showing  the  length  of  time  Children  had  been  in  the  House,  of 
whom  a disposition  had  been  made  during  the  year  1859 


4 were  in 

1 month. 

9 were  in  17 

months. 

5 

were 

in  32  months 

8 

44 

2 

a 

7 

U 

18 

U 

3 

u 

33 

U 

8 

44 

3 

u 

9 

a 

19 

a 

4 

u 

34 

(4 

10 

44 

4 

u 

15 

u 

20 

a 

4 

a 

35 

U 

5 

u 

5 

u 

15 

u 

21 

u 

2 

u 

36 

a 

7 

a 

6 

a 

11 

u 

22 

u 

1 

u 

37 

u 

5 

a 

7 

a 

10 

a 

23 

u 

1 

a 

39 

(4 

8 

u 

8 

a 

12 

a 

24 

a 

1 

a 

40 

44 

9 

a 

9 

a 

4 

(C 

25 

a 

1 

a 

41 

44 

8 

u 

10 

a 

4 

li 

26 

a 

1 

a 

42 

44 

15 

a 

11 

u 

10 

u 

27 

a 

1 

u 

44 

44 

88 

a 

12 

a 

3 

u 

28 

u 

3 

a 

45 

44 

19 

a 

13 

a 

5 

a 

29 

a 

1 

ct 

46 

44 

16 

u 

14 

u 

3 

a 

30 

u 

2 

tc 

48 

44 

20 

u 

15 

a 

2 

a 

31 

a 

1 

u 

55 

44 

11 

a 

16 

a 

Average  time,  18  months,  nearly, 
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TABLE  VI. 

Showing  the  Weekly  Report  of  the  Number  of  Children  in  the 
House , with  the  Average  for  the  year  1859. 


1859. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

1859. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Jan’y  7 

459 

76 

535 

July 

8 

479 

77 

556 

14. . 

458 

76 

534 

U 

15  . 

479 

81 

560 

“ 91 

465 

77 

542 

U 

22 

486 

81 

567 

“ 28 

468 

78 

546 

CC 

29 

488 

84 

572 

Feb’y  4 

469 

79 

548 

Aue. 

5 

485 

87 

572 

“ ” 11 

478 

79 

557 

CC 

12  

494 

89 

583 

“ 18 

482 

80 

562 

cc 

19 

499 

91 

590 

u 

491 

81 

572 

cc 

26 

496 

92 

588 

March  4 

492 

81 

573 

Sept. 

8 

499 

91 

590 

“ 11 

484 

81 

565 

CC 

9 

497 

91 

588 

“ 18 

479 

80 

559 

cc 

16 

501 

93 

594 

a 95 

470 

82 

552 

cc 

23  . 

502 

95 

597 

April  1 

462 

81 

543 

cc 

30 

469 

95 

564 

“ 8 

461 

78 

539 

Oct. 

6 . 

465 

82 

547 

“ 15 

452 

75 

527 

cc 

13 

465 

79 

544 

u 99 

450 

73 

529 

cc 

20 

465 

75 

540 

“ 29 

462 

TO1 

532 

cc 

27 

465 

68 

533 

May  6 

467 

73 

540 

Nov. 

4 

451 

69 

520 

“ 13 

471 

73 

544 

cc 

11 

450 

71 

521 

“ 20 

466 

74 

540 

cc 

18 

453 

72 

525 

“ 27 

470 

75 

545 

cc 

25 

459 

71 

530 

J une  3 

468 

77 

545 

Dec 

9 

460 

71 

531 

“ 10..  . 

469 

73 

542 

CC 

9 

467 

73 

540 

“ 17 

475 

76 

551 

cc 

15 

474 

75 

549 

“ 24 

471 

76 

547 

cc 

23 

476 

75 

551 

July  1 

474 

77 

551 

cc 

30 

478 

77 

555 

Annual  Average,  550 


TABLE  VII. 


Showing  the  amount  of  Labor  Performed  in  the  Boys'  Tailors’ 
Shop,  during  the  year  1859. 


Shirts  made 11 

Vests  “ 67 

Aprons  “ 788 

Jackets  “ 1,030 

Pants  “ 1,961 


Jackets  repaired 3,831 

Pants  “ 6,232 

Caps  made 1,238 

Suspenders  made 599 

Sea  Coats  “ 35 
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TABLE  VIE. 


Showing  the  Work  Done  in  the  Female  Department  during  the 

year  1859. 


Dresses  made 343 

Aprons  “ 274 

Shirts  “ 1,215 

Sheets  “ 780 

Handkerchiefs  hemmed. .. . 217 

Stockings  mended 9,871 

Stockings  run 1,642 

Garments  aepaired 21,380 

Pieces  washed 63,467 


Skirts  made 462 

Chemises  made 432 

Quilts  “ 189 

Cushion-covers  made 15 

Pillow-cases 93 

Towels  made 186 

Bed-ticks  made 89 

Carpet-halls 350 


In  addition  to  the  work  exhibited  in  the  foregoing  tables, 
the  girls  have  performed  all  the  domestic  labor  of  their  depart- 
ment, and  about  fifty  boys  have  done  the  same  in  the  male  de- 
partment. 

We  have  also  during  the  year  employed  about  twenty  of  the 
largest  boys  in  cultivating  the  grounds.  Besides  raising  nearly 
all  the  vegetables  required  in  the  Institution,  they  have  per- 
formed a large  amount  of  labor  in  blasting  rocks  and  digging 
trenches  for  laying  drain-pipes,  &c.,  which  is  equivalent  to  over 
three  thousand  dollars. 

The  usual  intellectual,  moral,  and  religious  courses  of  in. 
struction  have  been  continued,  with  encouraging  success,  a 
detailed  statement  of  which  will  appear  in  the  accompanying 
teacher’s  and  Chaplain’s  Reports. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  and  health  of  the  Institution  are 
fully  set  forth  in  the  Physician’s  Report. 

Our  acknowledgments  are  again  thankfully  tendered  to  the 
puplishers  of  the  New  York  Observer,  Intelligencer,  Sabbath  Re- 
corder, and  Christian  Enquirer,  for  the  continuation  of  a copy, 
weekly,  of  their  respective  papers  during  the  year. 

These  papers,  and  the  new  library  established  by  the  mana- 
gers during  the  past  year,  for  the  officers  of  the  Institution, 
have  afforded  them  a valuable  stock  of  reading  matter,  which 
they  have  perused  with  pleasure  and  profit  during  their  leisure 
hours. 
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In  a number  of  my  last  Annual  Reports  to  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers, I have  alluded  to  the  completion  of  the  Female  House.  I 
congratulate  the  Board  in  the  prospect  of  its  entire  completion 
in  a few  days,  or  weeks,  at  the  longest,  when  it  will  be  occu. 
pied  by  the  girls,  and  a complete  division  and  classification 
will  take  place,  so  much  desired  by  all  who  labor  for  the  good 
of  the  Institution. 

The  officers  of  the  House  have  performed  their  respective 
duties  with  entire  satisfaction,  and  they  have  my  heartfelt  and 
sincere  thanks. 

To  the  Board  of  Managers  and  their  respective  committees, 
for  their  assistance  and  kindness  to  me,  and  the  officers  of  the 
House  generally,  in  the  discharge  of  official  duties,  I tender 
my  unfeigned  acknowledgments. 

Hoping  to  merit  the  continued  kindness  of  the  Board  of 
Managers,  and  trusting  that  our  mutual  labors  will  promote 
the  best  interests  of  the  House,  I sincerely  rely  upon  the  direc- 
tion of  a kind  Providence  for  future  success. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  W.  KETCHAM, 

Superintendent. 

House  of  Refuge,  Randall’s  Island,! 

January  1,  1850.  f 
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January  1st. 

Tins  being  New  Year’s  day,  the  work  of  the  Institution  was  suspend- 
ed. The  day  being  a stormy  one,  out-door  amusements  were  enjoyed 
to  a very  limited  extent ; the  refreshments  in  the  afternoon  were  well 
relished — not  much  enthusiasm  existed  among  the  inmates,  and  all 
passed  off  in  an  orderly  and  quiet  manner. 

We  commence  the  New  Year  with  540  children,  viz. : 463  boys,  and 
77  girls,  being  107  less  than  the  commencement  of  1858.  Hoping  to 
pass  through  the  year  as  quietly  as  we  begin,  we  continue  our  journey. 

January  2d. 

Mr.  Horton,  our  faithful  chaplain,  officiated  in  the  chapel  during  the 
day.  Mr.  George  Hamilton  visited  the  Sabbath-school.  Of  the  mana- 
gers, Messrs.  Strong  and  Ketcham  attended  the  Chapel  and  Sabbath- 
school  exercises. 

January  6 th. 

The  Indenturing  Committee,  Messrs.  Cobb,  Strong,  Downer,  and  Hoe, 
made  their  regular  official  visit  to  the  House  this  day.  Messrs.  Gale  and 
Ketcham  also  visited  during  the  day. 

January  7 th. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Atterbury,  of  the  Executive  Committee,  visited  the  House 
this  day.  The  School  Committee,  Messrs.  Strong,  Halsted,  and  McMar- 
tin,  visited  the  Schools  this  afternoon. 

January  13  th. 

No.  5,484  visited  the  nouse  this  day.  She  was  indentured  out,  Mnj 
the  5th,  1854,  to  a gentleman  in  New  Jersey,  with  whom  she  served  out 
her  time  faithfully,  giving  entire  satisfaction. 

She  is  now  married  to  a respectable  man  residing  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  She  makes  a very  respectable  appearance,  and  she  says  they  are 
doing  well. 
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January  14  th. 

The  Ladies’  Committee,  Mrs.  Hart  and  Mrs.  Brown,  visited  the  girls 
House  or  department  this  day. 

The  Executive  Committee,  Messrs.  Stevens  and  Atterbury,  visited  the 
House  this  day. 

The  School  Committee,  Messrs.  Strong,  Halsted,  and  McMartin,  visit- 
ed the  Schools  officially  this  afternoon. 

February  18  th. 

Mr.  Hutchinson,  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  State  Reform  School 
of  Massachusetts,  visited  the  House  this  day. 

March  2>d. 

Mr.  Gale,  of  the  Indenturing  Committee,  visited  the  nouse  this  day. 

Dr.  Brooks,  Superintendent  of  the  Juvenile  Asylum,  accompanied  by 
the  teachers  of  that  Institution,  visited  the  House  this  day. 

March  21s#. 

Messrs.  Hartman  and  Degon,  of  the  National  Bank  of  Austria,  visited 
the  House  this  day. 

Mr.  Harror,  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Missouri  State  Reform 
School,  visited  the  House  this  day. 

April  20  th. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Underhill,  accompanied  by  the  Grand  Jury,  visited  and  in- 
spected the  Institution  this  morning. 

April  25  th. 

John  W.,  No.  5,408,  visited  the  House  this  day.  ne  was  indentured 
June  30th,  1853,  and  still  continues  in  his  place.  The  gentleman  with 
whom  he  lives  likes  him  so  well  that  he  gives  him  wages.  The  recom- 
mendations of  his  master,  and  his  good  appearance  and  address,  war- 
rant us  in  believing  that  he  will  make  a useful  man. 

April  29  th. 

Mr.  Blackwood,  of  England,  and  friends  from  New  York,  visited  the 
House  this  day. 

The  Executive  Committee,  Messrs.  Stevens,  Atterbury,  and  Town- 
send, visited  to-day;  also  the  School  Committee,  Messrs.  Strong  and 
Halsted,  visited  the  Schools. 

Mr.  Leupp,  of  the  Building  Committee,  and  Mr.  Young  and  friend, 
visited  the  House  this  day. 
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May  6 th. 

Eliza  C.  visited  the  Female  Department  this  day.  She  has  served 
out  her  time,  and  appears  well-clad,  and  looks  respectable. 

No.  5,243  visited  us  to-day.  He  was  indentured  to  his  friends  in 
1853.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  as  a clerk  in  a grocery 
store,  receiving  $30  per  month ; he  talks  very  intelligently,  and  is  a 
well-behaved  and  active  young  man. 

May  7 th. 

Hr.  R.  Waterman,  Superintendent  of  the  Cleveland  Industrial  School 
and  Children’s  Aid  Society,  accompanied  by  Mr.  0.  Bonner,  of  the  News- 
boys’ Lodging  House,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Gavel,  of  the  New  York 
Children’s  Aid  Society,  visited  the  House  this  day. 

Edward  C.  visited  us  this  day.  He  was  indentured  to  his  uncle  in 
1853.  He  is  at  present  completing  the  trade  of  a coach-trimmer,  in  New 
Jersey,  and  seems  a likely  young  man. 

May  10  th. 

The  2d  Convention  of  Managers  and  Superintendents  of  Houses  of 
Refuge  and  Reform  Schools,  in  the  United  States,  convened  this  day, 
at  the  Hall  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  in  the  2d  avenue,  and 
visited  the  House  on  the  11th  inst. 

May  13  th. 

We  ackowledge  the  donation  of  20  evergreen-trees  from  Col.  R.  M 
Hoe. 

No.  5,098  visited  the  House.  He  was  discharged  to  the  care  of  his 
friends  some  time  since.  He  looks  well,  and  says  he  is  engaged  on 
Governor’s  Island  as  a musician. 

May  15  th. 

John  C.  and  William  S.  visited  the  House  to-day,  and  attended 
chapel.  They  make  a very  respectable  appearance. 

May  18  th. 

T.  O.  R.,  No.  5,866,  visited  the  House  this  day.  He  was  indentured 
in  1854,  where  he  has  staid  until  the  present,  and  though  his  time  has  not 
yet  expired,  he  has  done  so  well  that  his  master  has  given  him  his 
time.  He  makes  a very  respectable  appearance,  and  says  he  intends  to 
do  the  best  he  can. 
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May  28  th. 

No.  6,2*77  visited  the  House  this  day.  ne  was  discharged  to  the 
care  of  his  friends  three  years  ago.  Last  August,  he  shipped  on 
board  the  U.  S.  frigate  Sabine  as  a third-class  apprentice.  During  the 
year,  he  has  been  with  the  ship  on  the  coast  of  South  America.  He 
says  he  has  been  promoted  three  times,  and  is  trying  to  obtain  a mid- 
shipman’s station.  He  seems  a promising  youth. 

July  Ath. 

This  being  Independence  day,  the  workshops  are  closed  as  usual,  and 
the  day  spent  in  “ keeping  the  Fourth  of  July.”  Our  exercises  and 
sports  were  the  same  as  last  year.  Every  thing  went  off  nicely,  and 
with  enthusiasm.  Of  the  Managers,  Messrs.  Strong,  Stevens,  Atter- 
bnry,  Leigh,  and  Halsted  were  present,  and  many  others,  who  enjoyed 
the  occasion. 

August  2 d. 

Mr.  David  Sands,  one  of  the  managers,  died  on  the  31st  ult.  His 
funeral  takes  place  this  day.  He  was  an  excellent  man,  and  his  loss 
will  be  much  deplored  by  all  who  knew  him. 

August  12  th. 

The  Executive  Committee  was  this  day  represented  by  Mr.  Stevens, 
and  the  School  Committee  by  Mr.  Halsted.  Mr.  J.  Russell,  Clerk  to 
the  Board  of  Managers,  also  visited  the  House  this  day. 

The  Indenturing  Committee,  Messrs.  Gale  and  Downer,  held  their 
regular  meeting  on  Thursday. 

September  20 th. 

Morris  W.,  No.  5,044,  visited  the  House  this  day.  He  was  indentured 
out  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  served  his  apprenticeship,  giving  good 
satisfaction.  He  is  now  employed  by  one  of  the  railroad  companies  in 
New  York,  receiving  fair  wages.  He  makes  a very  respectable  appear- 
ance. 

October  7 th. 

Messrs.  Stevens  and  Atterbury,  of  the  Executive  Committee,  made 
their  regular  weekly  visit  to  the  House  this  day. 

Messrs.  Strong  and  McMartin  visited  the  Schools  this  afternoon.  Mr. 
Barrow  visited  during  the  day. 

The  Board  of  Managers  did  not  meet  to-day,  on  account  of  the 
funeral  of  Charles  M.  Leupp,  a member  of  the  Board,  whose  death  oc- 
curred on  the  evening  of  the  5th  inst.  Mr.  Leupp  was  elected  a mem- 
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ber  of  the  Board  in  1842,  and  was  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  In  his  demise  the  Board  lost  an  able  and  efficient 
member,  and  the  Institntion  a warm  friend. 

October  HRA 

The  Board  of  Managers  held  their  regular  monthly  meeting  at  the 
House  this  afternoon. 

October  31st. 

Mr.  IV arren,  President  of  the  Board  of  Education,  visited  the  Schools 
this  day. 

November  14th. 

The  Grand  Jury  visited  the  House  this  day. 

November  24 th. 

This  day  being  recommended  by  the  anthorities  of  the  State  as  a day 
of  Thanksgiving  and  Prayer  to  Almighty  God  for  His  mercies  mani- 
fested to  ns  during  the  past  year,  the  shops  and  schools  were  closed. 
In  the  morning  the  children  were  assembled  in  the  chapel,  and  were 
addressed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  French.  In  the  afternoon  they  were  treated 
to  the  usual  refreshments  provided  by  the  Managers.  All  passed  oft 
pleasantly.  Of  the  Managers,  Mr.  Barrow  and  son  called  during  the 
day ; Mr.  C.  C.  Leigh  and  Mr.  Reed,  one  of  our  Sunday-school  visitors, 
participated  in  the  festivities  of  the  day. 

November  27th. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  Superintendent  of  the  Boston  House  of  Correction,  vis- 
ited the  Institution  this  day. 

November  29  th. 

Dr.  Hatch,  Superintendent  of  the  Connecticut  State  Reform  School, 
visited  the  House  this  morning. 

December  1st. 

Messrs.  Gale  and  Ketcham,  of  the  Indenturing  Committee,  made  their 
regular  semi-monthly  visit  to  the  House  this  day. 

December  5 th. 

The  Executive  Committee,  Messrs.  Stevens,  Atterbury,  and  Barrow, 
made  their  regular  weekly  official  visit  to  the  House  this  day,  and  the 
School  Committee,  Messrs.  Strong,  Halsted,  and  McMartin,  visited  the 
Schools  officially  this  evening. 
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December  9 th. 

The  Ladies’  Committee,  the  Executive  Committee,  and  the  School 
Committee,  made  their  regular  visits  to  the  House  this  day,  and  we 
received  eight  additional  to  our  family  this  afternoon. 

December  22 d. 

The  members  elect  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  from  the  counties 
of  New  York,  Kings,  and  Westchester,  accompanied  by  the  Managers, 
Messrs.  Strong,  Stevens,  Yan  Winkle,  Young,  Leveridge,  Townsend, 
Ketcham,  Cromwell,  and  Steward,  visited  and  examined  the  House  in 
the  departments  this  day,  and  seemed  highly  interested  in  their  visit. 

December  26  th. 

This  day  being  celebrated  as  Christmas,  the  work  of  the  Institution 
was  generally  suspended.  The  children  amused  themselves  in  their 
various  sports,  and  in  partaking  of  the  usual  holiday  refreshments  pro- 
vided for  them  by  the  Managers.  All  seemed  to  enjoy  themselves,  and 
nothing  occurred  to  prevent  a full  enjoyment  of  the  occasion.  Every 
thing  passed  off  satisfactorily. 
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FROM  MASTERS  OF  CHILDREN  WHOSE  APPRENTICESHIP  HAS  NOT 

EXPIRED. 


BOYS. 


January  4,  1859 

Me.  J.  W.  Ketcham  : — -You  will  please  to  excuse  me  for  not  writing  to  you 
before,  concerning  J.  G.  He  is  with  me  yet,  and  has  improved  in  his  educa- 
tion, and  strives  to  make  himself  useful.  He  has  connected  himself  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  this  village,  and  I sincerely  hope  that  he  may  hold 
out,  and  make  a truly  good  and  pious  man. 

Yours  truly,  0.  B. 


January,  12,  1859. 

Sue  : — Richard  G.’s  behavior  is  as  good  as  I can  expect.  He  is  attending 
6chool,  and  is  learning  very  fast.  He  is  well  liked  by  all  his  school-mates. 
Thus  far  he  makes  a very  good  boy.  When  he  learns  to  write  well,  I will 
have  him  address  you  a letter. 

Yours,  <^-c. , F.  U.  B. 


January  12,  1859. 

Sir  : — G.  L.  is  well  satisfied  with  his  home.  He  is  honest  and  quite  indus- 
trious, and  I think  as  ambitious  as  most  boys  are  of  his  age. 

Yours,  &c.,  J.  J. 


March  15,  1859. 

Bm  : — J.  O’B.  is  with  me  yet.  He  is  a good  boy,  hut  has  rather  a bad 
temper  ; in  that,  however,  he  is  improving.  He  attends  Sabbath-school  and 
church,  and  learns  fast.  I think  he  is  as  good  a boy  as  I could  get.  He  does 
his  work  weB,  and  appears  to  be  well  satisfied  with  his  place.  He  has  grown 
to  be  a stout  boy,  and  I hope  he  will  make  a good  man. 

Yours,  &c.,  C.  D.  Q. 

March  26,  1859. 

Mb.  Ketcham,  Sib  : — After  my  respects  to  you,  sir,  I will  just  say  I received 
both  your  letters  to-day.  D.  B.  is  with  me,  and  is  a good  boy.  I have  had 
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occasion  to  speak  to  him  the  second  time.  He  appears  to  he  perfectly  satis- 
fied, and  an  obedient  and  industrious  hoy.  I have  taught  school  six  months 
this  term,  and  he  went  a greater  part  of  the  time,  and  progressed  rapidly  in 
some  branches. 

He  has  been  favored  with  very  good  health  since  he  has  been  with  me,  not 
having  been  sick  a clay. 

He  sends  his  love  to  you  and  all  his  friends,  and  to  the  boys  he  associated 
with. 

All  the  boys  you  left  in  our  town,  as  far  as  I know,  are  doing  well. 

Yours,  respectfully,  H.  F.  F. 


April  2,  1859. 

Me.  Ketcham  : — I received  your  letter  making  inquiry  about  G.  B. , and  in 
reply  I thank  you  for  giving  me  so  good  a boy.  He  is  still  living  with  me, 
and  is  a fine  young  lad,  and  I place  all  confidence  in  him. 

J.  T.  is  still  living  with  J.  K. , ancl  is  a very  fine  young  man.  These  boys 
are  both  well-behaved.  I have  never  heard  a bad  word  from  either  of 
them. 

C.  R.  is  also  living  with  my  brother,  and  he  is  an  enterprising  little  fellow 
—bright  and  intelligent,  and  is  doing  well. 

Yours,  truly,  H.  W.  K. 


April  18,  1859. 

Deae  Sir  : — I write  to  you  concerning  W.  N.  and  J.  S.  They  have  done' 
thus  far,  better  than  I expected,  and  I have  no  fault  to  find  with  them.  They 
attend  church  and  Sabbath-school,  and  seem  to  take  much  interest  in  their 
lessons. 

They  are  at  the  present  time  enjoying  good  health. 

Yours  truly,  J.  A. 


May  25,  1859. 

Dear  Sie  : — Yours  of  April  22d  is  at  hand.  James  McA.  is  still  with  me, 
and  giving  entire  satisfaction.  I find  him  of  a good  disposition,  and  he  is 
much  respected  and  beloved  by  the  old  and  young.  He  attends  church  and 
Sabbath-school  regularly.  I think  he  bids  fair  to  make  an  honest  and  useful 
man.  He  seems  perfectly  contented,  and  I don’t  think  he  could  be  hired  to 
leave  me.  He  calls  me  father,  and  Mrs.  S.  mother.  Should  he  be  sick  or  any 
accident  happen  to  him,  I will  let  you  know  of  it. 

Yours,  with  respect,  L.  S. 


May  2,  1859. 

J.  W.  Ketcham,  Sir  : — In  compliance  with  your  request  of  April  25th,  I 
write  to  inform  you  that  T.  D.  is  still  with  me.  Thus  far,  I have  found  him 
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honest  and  truthful,  and  as  industrious  as  can  be  expected  from  one  who  has 
not  been  trained  to  labor.  He  goes  regularly  to  Sabbath-school  and  church. 
On  the  whole,  I am  very  well  satisfied  wdth  him,  and  wish  to  retain  him. 

Yours  truly,  E.  M.  W. 


April  30,  1859. 

Deab  Sib  : — G.  E.  remains  with  me  yet,  and  seems  contented.  He  has 
attended  school  most  of  the  time,  and  has  progressed  well  in  his  studies. 
He  is  vere  industrious,  and  does  his  work  wTell.  He  attends  the  church  and 
Sabbath-school  regularly,  and  seems  endavoring  to  reform  and  make  a good 
man. 

Yours,  &c.,  P.  W.  B. 


June  9,  1859. 

Dear  Sib  : — I improve  this  time  to  write  and  let  you  know  how  J.  J.  G.  is 
getting  along.  I have  found  him  good  in  every  respect — trusty  and  honest. 
I often  hear  him  speak  of  you  and  Mr.  Jones.  I hope  he  will  continue  to 
be  a good  hoy. 

Yours,  truly,  J.  J.  J. 


June  13,  1859. 

Sib  : — The  boy  that  I took  from  you  five  years  ago  is  with  me  yet,  and 
doing  well.  He  seems  contented,  and  is  a very  honest  boy. 

Yours,  &c.,  K.  W. 


Sept.  15,  1859. 

Sir  : — W.  A.  is  with  me,  and  is  a very  good  boy.  He  goes  to  Sabbath- 
school  and  church  regularly,  and  has  proved  to  be  honest  and  very  indus- 
trious, and  appears  to  be  well  satisfied  wdth  his  place. 

Yours,  truly,  J.  J.  D. 


Sept.  5,  1859. 

Sib  : In  relation  to  J.  K. , I answer  all  your  questions  favorably.  He  really 
seems  to  be  ambitious  of  future  respectability  and  usefulness. 

Yours,  truly,  G.  H. 


Sept.  26,  1859. 

Sib  : — I received  your  circular,  making  inquiry  about  P.  C. , who  was  inden- 
tured to  me  in  1857.  He  is  enjoying  good  health,  is  industrious  and  honest, 
and  improving  in  his  education.  He  attends  Sabbath-school  regularly,  and 
seems  ambitious  of  future  respectability. 

Yours,  &c., 


J.  P. 
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Sept.  9,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  : — Yours,  of  the  5th  instant  is  at  hand.  The  boy  W.B.  is  with 
me  still,  and  appears  to  be  perfectly  contented  and  happy.  He  has  never 
given  me  an  occasion  to  distrust  his  honesty . He  has  shown  himself  indus- 
trious, and  is  anxious  to  please,  and  has  a laudable  ambition  to  make  himself 
useful.  He  attends  church  with  my  family  regularly,  and  is  also  a regular 
attendant  at  the  Sabbath-school. 

He  has  been  to  the  district  school  about  live  months  since  he  has  been  with 
me,  and  learned  very  fast.  He  will  go  again  as  soon  as  school  begins.  In 
short,  he  is  an  excellent  good  boy,  and  I shall  do  all  I can  for  him. 

Yours,  truly,  J.  C. 


Sept.  11,  1859. 

Sir  : — In  answer  to  the  question  in  yours,  I would  say  that  the  boy  N.  G.  is 
still  with  me,  happy  and  contented.  He  is  improving  in  education,  has  the 
advantage  of  Sabbath-school  and  religious  instruction.  He  is,  I trust,  laying 
a good  foundation  for  future  respectability,  being  honest  and  trustworthy, 
with  remarkably  industrious  habits  ; and  should  he  serve  out  the  term  for 
which  he  was  indentured,  and  I trust  he  will,  I shall  most  cheerfully  comply 
with  the  requirement  which  I am  bound  to  fulfill  under  his  indentures  ; and 
in  addition  thereto,  I shall  be  enabled,  I trust,  to  give  him  a first-class  re- 
commendation, as  regards  his  principles  of  action  and  habits  of  industry,  so 
that  he  may  go  out  into  the  world  with  a certificate  that  will  insure  him 
success  in  life. 

Yours,  respectfully,  P.  V.  D. 


Sept.  15,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  : — I can  answer  all  the  questions  in  your  circular,  in  relation  to 
H.  McC.,  in  the  affirmative.  I find  him  a good,  honest,  faithful,  and  indus- 
trious boy,  of  good  moral  character — always  ready  and  willing  to  do  his  duty. 

Yours,  &c.,  P.  K. 


Sept.  12,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  : — I received  your  circular  a few  days  since,  making  inquiries 
about  C.  H.  C.,  and  I will  answer  them  by  saying  that  he  still  remains  with 
me,  is  honest  and  truthful,  and  seems  ambitious  of  future  respectability  and 
usefulness.  He  attends  the  Sabbath-school  and  church  regularly. 

I will  also  add  that  J.  F.  D.’s  term  of  service  has  expired,  and  he  is  doing 
well  in  our  neighborhood.  He  was  indentured  to  me  some  time  since  from 
your  Institution. 


Yours,  &c., 


J.  J.  F. 
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Sept.  15,  1859. 

Sir  ; — in  answer  to  your  inquiries  about  the  boys  A.  S.  and  F.  K.,  I inform 
you  that  they  still  remain  with  me.  I have  no  reason  to  question  their  hon- 
esty ; they  have  been  intrusted  with  money  and  business  transactions,  and 
have  always  been  found  correct. 

They  improve  in  their  education,  and  Lare  very  industrious  boys.  They 
attend  the  Congregational  Church  and  Sabbath-school  regularly.  They  are 
what  I call  good  boys,  and  they  are  called  so  by  others  in  the  neighborhood. 
They  appear  to  be  very  happy  and  contented. 

Yours,  truly,  H.  M. 


Sept.  14,  1859. 

Sir  : — This  will  inform  you,  that  W.  V.  N.  is  with  me  yet,  and  has  proved 
to  be  an  honest,  industrious,  and  good  boy. 

Yours,  &c.,  T.  C. 


Sept.  13,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  : R.  McG.  is  still  with  me.  He  is  honest  and  industrious,  and 
improves  in  his  education.  He  regularly  attends  church,  and  seems  ambi- 
tious of  the  future. 

Yours,  &c.,  T.  C. 


LETTERS  FROM  MASTERS  OF  GIRLS. 

August  12,  1859. 

Mr.  Ketcham,  Dear  Sir  : I take  pleasure  in  informing  you,  that  Catharine 
S.  is  still  remaining  with  me.  At  first  she  was  somewhat  discontented,  but 
has  become  entirely  reconciled  ; and,  although  her  friends  have  endeavored 
to  entice  her  away,  she  refuses  to  go,  and  says  she  intends  to  fulfill  her  obli- 
gations. She  attends  church  and  Sabbath-school  regularly,  and  is  doing 
well. 

Yours,  truly,  J.  P.  W. 

October  8,  1859. 

Respected  Friend  : — In  answer  to  your  letter,  asking  information  about 
Mary  F.,  she  is  still  with  me,  and  enjoying  good  health.  She  is  a very  nice 
and  industrious  girl,  and  says  she  intends  visiting  you  when  her  time  ex- 
pires. 

Yours,  truly,  P.  S.  T. 

Sept.  9,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  : — My  answer  to  yours  concerning  Ellen  B.  She  is  with  us  still- 
honest  and  industrious,  and  a better  girl  we  never  had.  She  attends  church 
and  Sabbath-school,  and  is  not  inclined  to  idleness  or  running  about.  In 
short,  I deem  her  an  excellent  girl. 

Yours,  &c. 


J.  P. 
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Sept.  9,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  : — In  answer  to  your  circular  and  questions  in  regard  to  C.  F., 
I inform  you  that  she  still  remains  with  me.  I answer  all  your  other  ques- 
tions in  the  affirmative,  and  think  she  is  trying  to  make  herself  respectable 
and  useful. 

Yours,  respectfully,  F-  L. 

March  23,  1859. 

Mr.  Retcham,  Respected  Sir  : — I have  been  intending  to  write  you  about 
our  little  girl,  S.  EL,  hut  have  been  prevented,  principally  from  my  own  in- 
disposition. For  the  first  three  days  she  was  with  us,  she  at  times  manifested 
some  discontent,  referred  me  to  my  promise  to  return  her  to  the  House  of 
Refuge  if  she  was  discontented,  and  desired  earnestly  to  see  Mrs.  Osgood, 
Miss  O'Brien,  Miss  Brill,  and  the  other  ladies.  On  Sunday  she  had  a crying 
spell,  when  I took  occasion  to  explain  to  her  her  condition  as  an  orphan,  and 
her  dependence  on  strangers  for  her  training  and  education.  I told  her  she 
must  see  how  kindly  we  treated  her,  and  how  anxious  we  were  to  make  her 
happy,  and  if  she  were  a good  and  obedient  child,  I would  he  as  a mother  to 
her,  and  would  always  take  care  of  her  in  sickness  or  in  health.  But  at  the 
same  time  renewed  my  promise  to  take  her  back  to  you  if  she  was  not  satis- 
fied to  stay  with  us.  Since  that  she  has  never  shown  the  slightest  sign  of 
discontent,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  frequently  said  she  liked  to  stay  here 
very  much,  and  did  not  wish  to  return  to-  the  House  of  Refuge,  except  to 
see  the  ladies  and  other  friends  ; which  pleasure  she  very  confidently  expects 
to  enjoy  in,  a few  days.  We  are  all  very  much  pleased  with  Sarah,  and  take 
a deep  interest  in  her  welfare.  She  is  a child  of  a sweet  and  amiable  dis- 
position, very  apt  and  anxious  to  learn,  and  I anticipate  great  pleasure  and 
comfort  in  training  her.  I shall  endeavor,  with  Divine  aid,  so  to  instruct 
the  dear  child  that  she  may  he  a blessing  to  any  society  in  which  her  lot  may 
be  cast,  or  in  which  she  may  he  placed  in  the  future.  Asking  that  you  may 
excuse  my  apparent  negligence  in  not  writing  before,  with  kind  regards  to 
those  friends  who  have  so  kindly  cared  for  Sarah,  and  earnestly  wishing  you 
every  success  in  the  noble  enterprise  in  which  you  are  engaged,  I subscribe 
myself 

Your  sincere  friend,  E.  D. 
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February  12,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  : — I write  you  a few  lines  to  let  you  know  that  I am  in  very  good 
health,  and  that  I am  in  a very  good  place,  and  I thank  you  for  it.  I am 
attending  school  at  present,  and  I attend  Sunday-school  regularly,  and  I 
intend  to  serve  out  my  time  here. 
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I send  you  my  love.  Please  to  remember  me  to  Mr.  Jones,  and  all  the 
Officers,  and  all  the  boys.  Excuse  me  for  not  writing  more  at  this  time. 

Yours,  &c.,  T.  W. 

April  3,  1859. 

Dear  Sir: — I take  this  opportunity  to  inform  you  that  I am  well,  and  that 
I am  well  pleased  with  my  place. 

It  is  beautifully  located,  by  the  side  of  the  Atlantic  ocean. 

I attend  Sabbath-school  and  church  every  Sabbath.  I shall  never  forget 
the  instruction  given  me  at  the  Refuge. 

I am  very  thankful  to  you,  and  all  the  Officers,  for  the  kindness  I received 
while  at  the  House. 

You  will  please  to  give  my  love  to  the  boys  and  all  the  Officers  of  the 
Institution. 

Yours,  &fc.,  G.  L. 

June  20,  1859. 

Dear  Friend  : — Perhaps  you  have  thought  I have  forgotten  you  and  your 
kindness  ; but  father  being  late  in  getting  in  his  crops,  and  it  being  a new 
place,  have  prevented  me  from  writing  before.  But  a favorable  opportunity 
offers,  and  I take  pleasure  in  addressing  you.  I know  from  your  many  acts 
of  kindness,  you  will  feel  gratified  to  hear  from  me.  My  health  has  improved 
greatly. 

As  regards  farming,  I am  very  well  pleased  with  it,  and  I think  I will 
make  it  my  business  hereafter.  I have  abundance  of  recreation  in  sailing, 
riding,  &c. 

I have  often  thought  of  you,  and  as  often  wished  to  see  you  ; but  as  neither 
wish  can  be  gratified  at  present,  I would  like  to  hear  from  you  as  often  as  it 
is  your  pleasure  to  write. 

Yours,  with  much  respect,  J.  B.  T„ 
February  8,  1859. 

Dear  Friend: — I take  this  opportunity  to  write  a few  lines  to  let  you  know 
how  I get  along. 

I am  well  at  present,  and  trust  you  are  the  same.  I thank  you  for  the 
good  home  you  obtained  for  me.  I attend  school  regularly,  and  I like  the 
school  and  scholars  very  much.  I attend  meeting  and  Sunday-school,  and 
also  singing-school  once  a week.  I am  much  pleased  with  my  situation 
Tell  the  boys  to  be  good,  so  that  they  can  find  good  homes,  too. 

My  love  to  all. 

Yours  truly,  R.  G. 

April  28,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  : — I now  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  write  a few  lines  to  let  you 
know  that  I am  well,  and  getting  along  pleasantly,  and  I hope  to  continue 
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to  do  so.  We  are  now  busily  engaged  with  our  spring  work,  and  I have 
not  time  to  write  a long  letter,  so  you  will  excuse  me. 

Give  my  love  to  all,  and  write  to  me  soon. 

Yours,  &c. , H.  B. 


June  29,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  : — I improve  this  apportunity  to  write  a few  lines  to  you,  hoping 
they  will  find  you  all  well.  You  will  please  excuse  me  for  not  writing  be- 
fore this.  I am  now  doing  business  with  my  father,  and  am  getting  along 
pretty  well.  Pray  for  me  that  I may  be  a good  boy  and  obey  my  parents. 
Give  my  love  to  all  the  Officers,  and  write  to  me  as  soon  as  convenient. 

Yours,  truly,  S.  M. 


March  7,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  : — According  to  promise,  I write  to  let  you  know  that  I am  get- 
ting along  very  well.  I like  this  place  very  much.  I made  some  blunders 
at  first,  but  am  now  doing  better.  I was  lonesome,  also,  when  I first  came 
here,  but  every  body  has  been  so  kind  to  me  that  I feel  quite  at  home. 

Yours,  respectfully,  E.  M.  D. 


U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine,  ) 
August  10,  1859.  j 

Dear,  Friends  : — I write  to  let  you  know  that  I am  in  good  health,  and 
hope  you  are  all  the  same. 

We  had  a very  fine  passage  to  Aspinwall,  and  here  we  are,  safe  and  sound. 
We  have  a good  ship  and  a merry  crew ; as  the  song  goes— “ A Yankee  ship 
and  a Yankee  crew.” 

Give  my  best  respects  to  all  the  boys,  and  to  all  the  officers,  and  tell  them 
I should  like  to  see  them.  I intend  to  visit  you  when  I come  to  New  York. 

Yours,  truly,  J.  M. 


Whaleship  Julian,  Sandwich  Islands,  ) 
March  17,  1859.  ( 

Dear  Sir: — We  touched  here  yesterday,  and  I went  on  shore  in  the  cap- 
tain s boat.  I am  very  well.  My  uncle  sailed  on  the  12th  instant,  master 
of  ship  A.,  of  Fair  Haven,  for  the  Okhotsk  sea.  James  McG.  and  John  D. 
are  also  well.  I was  told  that  there  were  letters  and  papers,  from  you,  wait- 
ing at  Oahu ; I hope  so.  We  are  now  going,  and  all  hands  on  deck,  so  I 
must  close. 

My  respects  to  all. 


Yours,  in  haste, 


C.  W.  P. 
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Whaling  Bark  Matthew  Luce,  j 

August  16,  1859.  ) 

Dear  Sir  : — We  are  all  very  well,  though  we  were  somewhat  sea-sick  at 
first.  I like  the  ship  we  are  in,  and  she  is  a fast  sailer.  We  have  now  120 
barrels  of  sperm-oil,  and  are  on  the  look-out  for  more.  So  good-by. 

Tours,  respectfully, 

R.  McE. 


LETTERS  FROM  GIRLS. 


February  8,  1859. 

Mr.  Ketcham,  Dear  Friend  : — It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  write  you  a 
few  lines,  and  I hope  they  will  find  you  in  good  health.  I should  he  very 
happy  to  see  you  and  my  teacher  at  the  Refuge,  but  if  lean  not  see  you,  I hope 
I shall  hear  from  you  soon. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  are  very  kind  to  me,  and  I am  highly  pleased  with  my 
place. 

Please  to  give  my  love  to  all  the  matrons  and  the  girls. 

Tours,  truly,  E.  J.  K. 


January  9,  1859. 

Dear  Mrs.  Osgood  : — I write  to  let  you  know  that  I am  well,  and  hope 
these  few  lines  will  find  you  the  same.  I have  a very  good  place,  and  the 
lady  has  been  like  a mother  to  me  since  I have  been  with  her.  I have  many 
enjoyments  here. 

Tell  all  the  girls  that  they  must  try  to  do  well,  and  give  my  love  to  all  the 
matrons.  Tours,  &c.,  M.  H. 


August  24,  1859. 

My  Dear  Matron  : — Tou  will  please  excuse  me  for  not  writing  before,  but 
the  reason  is,  we  have  been  so  busy  that  I could  not  get  time. 

I am  well,  and  getting  along  very  satisfactorily.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  are  very 
fine  people. 

How  I should  like  to  see  you  all ! Please  write  to  me  soon,  and  let  me 
know  if  Mr.  Horton  preaches  there  yet.  Tell  him  that  I have  not  forgotten 
the  good  advice  he  gave  me. 

Give  my  love  to  my  dear  Sunday-school  teachers,  and  all  the  matrons,  and 
tell  them  I hope  I shall  see  them  soon.  Remember  me  to  the  girls. 

Tours,  affectionately,  C.  E.  L. 


GO 
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December  11,  1859. 

My  Dear  Miss  O’Bryan  : — I write  with  pleasure  to  you,  and  hope  you  are 
well.  I like  my  place  very  much.  Give  my  love  to  the  girls.  Please  write 
to  me  soon,  for  I want  to  hear  from  you  all. 

Yours,  affectionately,  M.  B. 


LETTERS. 

FROM  MASTERS  OF  CHILDREN  WHO  HAVE  SERVED  THEIR  TIME. 

September  15,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  : — In  answer  to  your  inquiries  in  regard  to  S.  M. , I would  reply 
she  left  us  some  time  since,  with  our  consent,  to  attend  school.  She  is  very 
ambitious  to  teach,  and  with  this  view,  has  been  attending  the  advanced 
public  school,  and  has  received  a certificate  from  her  teachers,  showing  that 
she  is  now  prepared  to  give  instruction  in  the  English  branches  whenever  she 
has  the  opportunity.  She  retains  all  her  interest  in  her  friends  at  the  Refuge, 
and  often  speaks  of  them  with  pleasure. 

Yours,  with  respect,  J.  F.  S. 


October  3,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  : — In  answer  to  your  inquiry  concerning  M.  J.  M.,  I inform  you 
that  she  has  served  out  your  term  of  apprenticeship.  She  was  honest,  indus- 
trious, and  much  improved  in  education.  Soon  after  she  left  us,  she  was 
married,  and  now  lives  in  the  town  of , N.  J.,  and  is  living  very  respect- 
ably. Yours,  &c.,  E.  R.  P. 


October  10,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  : — Mary  F.  now  resides  with  my  brother.  Her  time  expired  with 
me,  and  she  is  now  receiving  wages  from  him.  M.  has  been,  and  is  still,  a 
very  good  girl,  and  I think  her  future  prospects  are  very  favorable. 

Yours,  truly,  A.  P. 


April  17,  1859. 

Dear  Sir  : — M.  S.  still  remains  with  us,  although  her  time  has  expired. 
She  has  been  a very  good  girl,  and  would  like  to  hear  something  of  her 
friends,  as  she  wishes  to  visit  them  when  she  leaves  us.  We  feel  a deep 
interest  in  her  welfare,  and  hope  she  will  do  well  wherever  she  goes. 

Yours,  &c.,  M.  H. 


